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This  Annual  Report  is  compiled  in  accordance  with  the  require- 
ments of  circular  1561  (England)  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health, 
October  16th,  1936.  There  is  a certain  amount  of  repetition  annually, 
which  may  appear  superfluous  from  the  local  aspect,  but  it  is  required 
for  the  information  of  the  Ministry. 

GENERAL  STATISTICS,  1935. 

Area  of  Urban  District  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  696 

Civil  Population  ^Registrar  General’s  Estimate)  ...  8901 

Population  at  Census  of  1931  (Males  4,261,  Females  4,730)  8991 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1931  Census)  ...  ...  2517 

Total  Private  Families  (Census  1931)  ...  ...  2533 

Census  Population  living  more  than  2 persons  per  room  ...  1 5*30/o 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1936)  according  to 

Rate  Books  ...  ...  ...  ...  2800 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  ...  ...  3-2 

Density  of  Population  per  acre  ...  ...  ...  12*8 

Number  of  Births  (Males  55,  Females  62)  ...  ...  117 

Illegitimate  Births  (Males  1,  Females  2)  ...  ...  3 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  living  ...  ...  ...  13T 

Illegitimate  Birth  Rate  per  1 ,000  Births  Registered  ...  25  6 

Number  of  Deaths,  including  residents  who  died  away  from 

Heckmoudw ike  (Males  56,  Females  61)  ...  ...  117 

Net  Death  Rate  per  1,000  living  ...  ...  ...  13T 

Number  of  Still  Births  (Males  1,  Females  6)  ...  ...  7 

Infantile  Death  Rate  per  1,000  Births  Registered  ...  34  2 

Illegitimate  Death  Rate  per  1,000  Births  Registered  ...  17T 

Tuberculosis  Death  Rate  (all  forms)  per  1,000  ...  ...  0 3 

Phthisis  Death  Rate  per  1 ,000  ...  ...  ...  0 3 

Zymotic  Death  Rate  per  1,000  ...  ...  ...  0‘3 

Respiratory  Diseases  Death  Rate  per  1,000  (excluding  Phthisis)  0 9 
Cancer  Death  Rate  per  1,000  ...  ...  ...  1-6 

Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  (excluding  Tuberculosis)  39 

Cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  notified  ...  ...  7 

Cases  of  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  notified  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  Inquests  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  £47,359 

Rate  of  Id.  in  £ produces  approx.  ...  ...  ...  £175 

Rainfall  in  inches  ...  ...  ...  ...  29-59 

Number  of  Wet  Days  ...  ...  ...  ...  191 

Parliamentary  Voters  ...  ...  ...  ...  6383 

Local  Government  Voters  ...  ...  ...  4835 

Poor  Law  Relief  Distributed  ...  ...  £1,918  Is.  8d. 

Dried  Milk  given  under  Milk  (Mothers  and  Children)  Order  260lbs. 
Infants  born  during  1936  fed  wholly  or  partially  from 

Public  Funds,  1,  equivalent  to  0-85%  of  total  births. 
Primal’)7  Vaccinations  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Exemption  Certificates  granted  ...  ...  ...  68 
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^Section  A.— Statistics  and  social  conditions  of  the*  Area. 

Area. — The  area  of  the  Urban  District  is  696  acres. 

Population. — At  the  1931  Census  the  population  of  Heckmond- 
wike  proved  to  be  8,991.  The  Registrar- General  estimates 
the  population  of  Heckmondwike  at  the  middle  of  1936  to 
be  8,901. 

No.  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1936)  according  to  Rate  Books 
is  2,800  as  furnished  by  the  Rating  Officer  (Mr.  Davenport). 

Rateable  Value,  £47,359. 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate,  estimated  £175  approx. 

Social  Conditions.  Heckmondwike  is  an  industrial  town, 
the  inhabitants  of  which  are  principally  engaged  in  the  textile 
trade.  For  many  years  it  has  been  noted  for  the  quality  of 
its  productions,  especially  woollen  yarns,  carpets,  cloth,  etc. 
Engineering,  dyeing,  and  boot  manufacturing  are  also  important 
trades  in  the  town.  Some  coal  miners  live  in  Heckmondwike, 
but  their  work  is  outside. 

Trade  has  much  improved,  in  common  with  that  of 
neighbouring  towns,  during  the  recent  year.  There  is  no  real 
poverty  in  Heckmondwike  in  the  sense  that  anybody  is  not  able 
to  obtain  sufficient  food,  but,  whilst  many  obtain  quantity, 
thereby  filling  their  stomachs,  their  diet  is  of  the  wrong  kind, 
containing  a minimum  of  nutritive  substances  at  an  expense 
entirely  out  of  proportion  to  its  cost. 

The  value  of  food  is  not  in  its  price,  the  most  costly  being 
often  of  the  least  service  from  the  nutritional  standpoint. 

It  will  be  observed  that  in  several  instances  mention  is 
made  of  events  up  to  May,  1937.  The  reason  is  that  this  report 
was  completed  in  March,  1937,  but  certain  figures  from  the 
Registrar-General  were  outstanding.  These  did  not  arrive  until 
the  middle  of  May.  The  opportunity  was  therefore  taken  to 
add  further  information,  bringing  some  matters  up  to  the  time 
of  completion  by  the  printer  (June,  1937). 
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URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  HECKMONDWIKE. 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

of  whole  District  during  1938  and  previous  years. 


YEARLY 

AVERAGE. 

ESTIMATED 

POPULATION. 

(Registrar 

General’s 

Figures). 

NETT  BIRTHS. 

Nett  Deaths  belonging 

0 0 

to  the  District. 

Under  1 

Number 

Year  of 

Rate  per 
1,000 
Nett 
Births 

At  a 

i 

Number. 

1 Ages. 

Rate 
per  1000 

Number 

1 

Rate 
per  1000 

1900-09 

9,613 

190 

19-8 

29 

152 

160 

16-6 

1910-19 

9,064 

169 

185 

19 

109 

148 

16-8 

1920-29 

8,968 

162 

18-0 

13 

80 

137 

15-3 

Year 

1930 

8.830 

129 

14  6 

7 

54 

115 

13  0 

1931 

9,071 

138 

15-2 

9 

65 

129 

14  2 

1932 

9,009 

133 

14-8 

6 

45 

127 

14  1 

1933 

8,9/4 

103 

11-5 

12 

116 

125 

13  9 

1931 

8 964 

111 

12  4 

r* 

/ 

63 

117 

13  1 

1935 

8,918 

121 

13  5 

5 

41 

1.8 

14-3 

1936 

8,901 

117 

13  1 

4 

34 

117 

131 

o>  England  and  Wales 

L; 

... 

14  8 

59 

127 

© 

£ 122  County  Boroughs  and  Great  j 

Towns  including  London  / 

S . _ 

14  9 

63 

12  3 

35 

c 143  Smaller  Towns 

0 

• • • ... 

15  3 

55 

11-7 

30 

• »— « 

> 

£ London 

137 

66 

12  5 

Live  Births- 

Still-Birbhs 

Deaths 
Deaths  from 


-(Legitimate 

(Illegitimate 


Total 

114 

3 

7 

117 


M. 

54 

1 

1 


F 

60 

9 

6 


56 

Deaths. 
Nil 
Nil 
Nil 
of 


Birth  Rate  13*1 

Rate  per  1 ,000  total 
births,  56'5 

61  Death  Rate,  13  1 

Rate  per  1,000  total  births. 


age 


puerperal  causes 
Puerperal  Sepsis 
Other  puerperal  causes  ... 

Total 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year 
All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 
Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 
Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

> Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ... 

'»  >>  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age) 

There  has  been  no  unusual  or  excessive  mortality  during  the  year 


34-2 
17  5 
6667 
Nil 
Nil 
1 
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JBirths,  During  the  year  doctors  notified  33,  mid  wives  87, 
anJRther  persons,  no  births.  The  birth  rate  for  Heckmondwike  for 
1936  is  13*1  per  1,000  of  the  population  which  is  the  same  as  the 
general  death  rate. 

Infantile  Death  Rate.  The  infantile  death  rate  is  34  per  1,000 
for  the  past  year,  against  41  for  the  previous  year.  This  is  remarkably 
good  for  an  industrial  area. 

General  Death  Rate.  This  figure  works  out  at  131  per  1,000 
of  the  population.  A comparison  may  be  made  with  the  rates  given 
in  the  preceding  table  for  Heckmondwike  and  other  areas.  A list  of 
the  causes  of  death  is  given  below. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  HECKMONDWIKE,  YEAR  1936 


1. 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

• • • • • • 

— 

2. 

Measles 

• • • • • • 

— 

3. 

Scarlet  Fever 

• • • • i • 

— 

4. 

Whooping  Cough 

• i • • • • 

— 

A 

Diphtheria 

• • • • • » 

2 

6. 

Influenza 

i»*  • • • 

1 

7. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

...  ... 

— • 

8. 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

• 4 • I,, 

1 

9. 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

• • • • • • 

3 

10. 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

• • • • • • 

— 

11. 

Syphilis 

• . • • . • 

— 

12. 

General  Paralysis  of  the  Insane,  Tabes  Dorsalis 

— 

13. 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

• • • • • • 

14 

14. 

Diabetes 

• • • • • • 

3 

15. 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc. 

• • • • • • 

— 

16. 

Heart  Disease 

• • • • • • 

36 

17 

Aneurysm 

• • • III 

— 

18. 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

• • • • • • 

9 

19. 

Bronchitis 

• • • • » • 

3 

20. 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ... 

• » » • • • 

5 

21. 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

• • • • • • 

— 

22. 

Peptic  Ulcer 

• • • • • • 

3 

23. 

Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2 years) 

• • • # • • 

1 

24. 

Appendicitis 

• • • • • • 

— 

25. 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

• • • • • • 

— 

26. 

Other  Diseases  of  Liver,  etc. 

... 

1 

27. 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

* • * • • • 

— 

28. 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

• • • • • • 

5 

29. 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

• • • ® • * 

■ — 

30. 

Other  Puerperal  Causes 

• • • • • • 

— . 

31. 

Congenital  debility,  premature  birth, 

malformations,  etc. 

— 

32. 

Senility 

• • • • • • 

9 

33. 

Suicide 

• • • • • • 

1 

34. 

Other  Violence 

» » * • * * 

4 

35. 

Other  Defined  Diseases  ... 

• • • • • • 

16 

36. 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

Special  Causes  (included  in  No.  35  above) — 

* 1 

Small-pox 

• ♦ • • • • 

— 

Poliomyelitis  ... 

• • • • • • 

• — 

Polioencephalitis 

• • • • • • 

— 

There  have  been  no  sickness  and  invalidity  which  have 

been 

specially  noteworthy  in  the  area  during  the  year. 

SECTION  B.— GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALT 
SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 


Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority. 

1.  (i)  (a)  Medical. 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 

*G.  H.  Pearce,  M.D.  (Durh.),  M.R.C.P.  (Lend.), 
D.P.H.  (Camb.),  L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S.  (Edin/), 
L.R.F.P.S.  (Glas.),  Barrister-at-Law  (Inner 
Temple) . 

WOMAN  ASSISTANT  MEDICAL  OFFICER  FOR 
MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  (part-time) . 
* Agn'es  W.  Jervis,  M.A.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.  (St.  And.). 

CONSULTING  OBSTETRIC  SURGEON. 

*f Carlton  Oldfield,  M.D.,  B,S.,  F.R.C.P.,  F.R.C.S. 


(b)  Others. 

HEALTH  VISITOR  AND  SCHOOL  NURSE. 

*Nellie  Bintcliffe,  3 years’  General  Training  Certificate; 
State  Registered  Nurse;  State  Certified  Midwife; 
New  Health  Visitors  Certificate  of  the  Royal 
Sanitary  Institute  approved  by  the  Minister  of 
Health . 

* Fifty  per  cent,  salary  contribution  is  received  from 
Exchequer  Grants  in  respect  of  these  officers. 

f For  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  or  Puerperal  Fever. 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR,  HOUSING,  AND  MARKET 
INSPECTOR. 

A.  K.  Greenwood. 

The  Medical  Officer  is  also  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
School  Medical  Officer  for  the  adjoining  Borough  of  Batley.  The 
Health  Visitor  is  directly  employed  by  the  Council  as  such, 
but  the  West  Riding  County  Council  pays  the  Heckmondwike 
Council  an  annual  sum  for  her  part-time  services  as  School 
Nurse  under  the  County  Council. 

(Ii)  (a)  Laboratory  Facilities.  Facilities  are  provided  at  the 
County  Council  Laboratories,  Wakefield,  for  the  examination  of 
pathological  and  babteriological  specimens.  The  figures  for  the 
year  1936  are:  Bloods  for  Widal  Reaction,  3;  Sputa  for  Tuber- 
culosis, 8;  Swabs  for  B.  Diphtherias,  54;  Urines  for  Tuber- 
culosis and  General  Examination,  2 ; Miscellaneous,  1 ; a total 
of  68. 
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(b)  Ambulance  Facilities.  (a)  For  infectious  cases  are 
provided  by  the  Joint  Hospital  Board,  and  (b)  non-inf ectious 
cases  and  accidents  by  special  arrangement.  The  motor 
ambulance  is  the  property  of  the  Council. 

(c)  Nursing  in  the  Home.  There  have  been  no  changes  in 
the  arrangements  for  (a)  general  nursing,  and  (b)  nursing  of 
infectious  diseases  during  1936. 

(d)  CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 


Address. 


Heckmondwike 
U.D.  Council  is 
the  Authority  < 
for  Maternity 
and  Child 
Welfare. 


County  Council 
the  Authority. 


George  Street 
Sunday  School, 
Heckmondwike. 


Public  Health 
Department, 
Greenside, 
Heckmondwike 

Ditto 


Day  Nurseries 

Public  Health 
Department, 
Greenside, 
Heckmondwike 


Tuberculosis 
Dispensary , 
Venereal 
Diseases 
Centres. 


Sessions. 


For 

Maternity 
and  Child 
Welfare 
weekly 


Ante  Natal 
fortnightly 

Diphtheria 

Immunisation 

fortnightly 

None 


Daily  School 
Clinic 


Day  and 
Time  of 
Meeting. 


Thursday 
2 to  4. 


Tuesday 
fortnightly 
2 to  4. 


Wednesday 
9-30  to  11-30 


Daily 
9 a.m. 


Outside  the  District 


Arrangements 
for  Medical 
Supervision. 


M.O.H.  attends 
weekly  for 
consultation. 


Woman  Asst. 
M.O.H.  for 
consultations. 


M.O.H.  in 
attendance 


County  Council 
through  its 
S. M.O.  and 
the  M.O.H. 
Heckmond- 
wike. 


Orthopaedic  and  Artificial  Light  Treatment  is  obtained  for 
Heckmondwike  scholars  at  the  hospitals  later  mentioned.  During 
1936  the  attendance  of  Heckmondwike  residents  at  Venereal 
Diseases  Clinics  were  : Dewsbury  Infirmary,  18  males  and  7 
females,  and  Leeds  Infirmary,  3 males  and  2 females,  so  far  as 
is  known. 

Doubtless  there  were  others  treated  by  medical  practioners,  and 
in  various  ways,  legal  and  illegal. 
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(©)  Hospitals.  A description  of  the  public  or  voluntary 
hospital  services  available  for  Heckmondwike  residents  was  given 
on  page  9 of  the  Annual  Report  for  1930.  The  situation  is  the 
same  to-day  with  the  addition  that  the  Governors  of  Batley 
Hospital  have  agreed  to  admit  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  and 
Puerperal  Sepsis  amongst  Heckmondwike  residents,  subject  to 
financial  arrangements. 

Maternity  and  Nursing  Homes.  The  Heckmondwike 
Maternity  Home  is  supported  by  voluntary  contributions,  fees 
paid  by  patients,  and  Government  grant.  It  is  run  by  a volun- 
tary body  known  as  the  Heckmondwike  Nursing  Association, 
and  is  independent  of  the  Urban  District  Council. 

During  1936  the  Registrar  of  Births  reported  the  registration 
of  the  births  of  87  infants  born  in  the  Home.  Of  these  children 
the  parents  of  19  resided  in  Heckmondwike,  and  68  did  not 
reside  in  Heckmondwike.  The  figures  from  1922  to  1935  inclu- 
sive are:  — 

Heckmondwike  residents  ...  335 

Others  ...  ...  ...  ...  768 

Total  1,103 


Over  50  per  cent,  of  the  births  occurring  in  the  Maternity 
Home  during  1936  were  not  notified  to  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Notification 
of  Births  Act,  1907. 

The  extremely  important  decision  of  the  House  of  Lords 
in  the  case  of  Marshall  versus  the  Lindsey  County  Council,  which 
has  caused  so  much  discussion  in  medical  and  nursing  circles, 
is  the  cause  of  serious  apprehension  and  much  concern  to  all 
bodies,  whether  statutory  or  voluntary,  under  whose  authority 
Maternity  Homes  are  administered. 

The  Heckmondwike  Urban  District  Council  is  not  affected 
as  it  does  not  possess  a Maternity  Home,  but  this  judgment 
may  have  far-reaching  effebts  in  the  case  of  the  Heckmondwike 
Maternity  Home,  which  is  administered  by  a voluntary  body 
known  as  the  Heckmondwike  Nursing  Association. 


ANTE-NATAL  CLINIC. 


Individual  patients  attending  Clinic 

Patients  found  normal  

Patients  found  suffering  from  one 

or  more  defects  

Total  number  of  attendances  at 

Clinic  

Defects  Classified. 

Respiratory  system,  excluding 

Tuberculosis  

Circulatory  system,  excluding 

Varicose  Veins  

Digestive  system,  excluding  Defec- 
tive Teeth  and  Constipation  ... 

Urinary  system  

Small  or  deformed  Pelvis  

Gynaecological  defects,  including 

Venereal  Disease  

Varicose  Veins  

Haemorrhoids  

Constipation  

Defective  Teeth  

Anaemia  and  Debility 

Miscellaneous  


Yearly 

average, 

Yearly 

average, 

Year 

Year 

1925-1929. 

1930-1934. 

1935. 

1936. 

61 

58 

49 

64 

17 

9 

4 

9 

44 

49 

45 

55 

140 

171 

104 

152 

6 

3 

4 

3 

9 

13 

6 

7 

14 

13 

3 

Nil 

13 

12 

4 

3 

3 

3 

2 

3 

15 

15 

Nil 

1 

10 

12 

8 

6 

Q 

20 

20 

16 

O 

18 

20 

30 

26 

37 

5 

12 

10 

18 

4 

7 

6 

2 

History  of  Labours,  1936. 

Normal  deliveries  ... 

Face  presentation 
Twin  pregnancy 
Induction  of  labour 

(i)  Contracted  pelvis. 

(ii)  Albuminuria. 

Instrumental  labour 

(i)  Prolonged  second  stage. 

(ii)  Information  not  definite. 

Caesarean  section  ... 

(i,  ii,  iii)  Pelvic  ’contraction. 

(iv)  Eclampsia. 

Premature  labour  ... 

Post-natal  cases 

(i)  Profuse  discharge. 

(ii)  Prolapse.  Referred  to  hospital. 
Cases  not  yet  delivered  (Dec.  31st,  1936) 


40 

1 

1 

2 


2 


4 


1 

2 
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To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Sir,  * 

I have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  the  report  of  the  work 
of  the  Ante-Natal  Clinic  for  the  year  1936.  The  number  of 
patients  has  increased  from  49  in  1935  to  64  in  1936  and  an 
average  attendance  of  2-8  per  case. 


The  analysis  reveals  an  unusual  freedom  from  disorders 
of  the  urinary  system,  but  28  per  cent,  were  found  to  be  suffer- 
ing from  anaemia  and  debility  and  also  28  per  cent,  from  chronic 
constipation,  while  57-8  per  cent,  had  defective  teeth  and 
pyorrhoea. 

Again,  I should  like  to  draw  attention  to  the  lack  of  facilities 
for  free  or  assisted  dental  treatment,  as  the  majority  of  the 
patients  are  not  in  a position  to  meet  the  cost  of  dentures  or 
dental  repairs. 

Of  the  total  number  of  cases,  40  were  delivered  of  live 
children,  13  not  yet  delivered.  There  were  no  still  births  and 
no  maternal  deaths. 

I wish  to  acknowledge  the  helpful  co-operation  of  the 
Maternity  Home  and  of  the  District  Midwives. 

The  report  would  be  incomplete  without  reference  to  the 
work  of  Miss  Bintcliffe,  Health  Visitor,  to  whose  tact  and 
efficiency  the  success  of  the  Clinic  during  the  year  has  been 
largely  due. 

AGNES  W.  JERVIS,  M.A.,  M.B.,  Cli.B. 
December  31st,  1936. 

3.  (i)  Midwifery  and  Maternity  Services.  At  a meeting  of 
the  Public  Health  Committee  on  October  12th,  1936,  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  submitted  a letter  from  the  West  Riding 
County  Council  Medical  Officer  in  regard  to  the  improved  accom- 
modation for  maternity  cases  which  had  now  been  provided  at 
the  County  Hospital,  Staincliffe,  and  inviting  the  Council  to 
co-operate  with  the  County  Council  by  sending  in  any  patients 
requiring  treatment,  when  it  was  resolved  that  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Plealth  be  instructed  to  reply  expressing  this  Council’s 
willingness  to  co-operate  with  the  County  Council  in  the  manner 
suggested. 


Midwives  Act,  1936.  This  Act  (which  the  Minister  of 
Health  has  stated  it  is  essential  should  be  in  operation  not  later 
than  July,  1937)  has  caused  much  discussion  in  medical  and 
nursing  circles,  as  well  as  amongst  local  authorities  generally 
since  its  Eirst  Reading  in  Parliament.  Its  organisation  is 
required  to  be  definitely  on  the  lines  which  will  establish  it 
as  an  integral  part  of  the  health  services. 

At  a meeting  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  on 
December  7th,  1936,  a letter  was  read  from  the  County  Council 
asking  for  details  of  the  present  arrangements  in  force  in  the 
District  with  regard  to  Midwives  which  were  required  in  con- 
nection with  the  Midwives  Acts,  1902  to  1936,  when  it  was 
resolved  that  “ the  Clerk  be  instructed  to  reply  thereto  in  the 
manner  now  indicated.” 
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At  a meeting  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  on 
February  1st,  1987,  Councillor  Kershaw  reported  on  the  pro- 
ceedings at  the  Conference  convened  by  the  County  Council  on 
the  subject  of  the  administration  of  the  Midwives  Act,  1936 
(which  Conference  he  and  the  Deputy  Clerk  had  attended) , 
when  it  was  resolved  that  he  be  thanked  for  such  report. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  not  been  asked  to  advise 
the  Heckmondwike  Council,  and  has  had  no  part  in  any  arrange- 
ments which  may  have  been  made,  or  will  be  made,  by  that 
Council  with  regard  to  a'ction  taken  to  establish  a midwifery 
service  under  the  Midwives  Act,  1936,  within  the  Urban  District 
of  Heckmondwike. 

(ii)  Institutional  Provision  for  Mothers  or  Children  apart 
from  those  previously  mentioned  is  not  provided. 

The  late  Mrs.  Thomas  Wharton  left  a sum  of  £1,000  to 
the  Council  to  be  invested  and  the  interest  used  to  cover  the 
expense  of  sending  convalescent  children  to  the  seaside  for  a 
period  of  three  weeks.  During  the  year  10  were  approved  to 
be  sent  to  St.  Annes  and  Scarborough. 

(iii)  Health  Visiting.  The  arrangements  made  for  the 
visiting  of  children  between  the  ages  of  one  and  five  years  are 
as  previously.  They  are  adequate.  The  Health  Visitor  (Nurse 
Bintcliffe)  is  also  School  Nurse,  hence  children  are  under  her 
observation  from  birth  to  school  leaving  age. 

Number  of  visits  paid  during  the  year  by  Health  Visitor — 

(a)  To  expectant  mothers — First  visits  ...  ...  55 

Total  visits  ...  ...  72 

(b)  To  children  under  1 year  of  age — First  visits  120 

Total  visits  1289 

(c)  To  children  between  the  ages  of  1 and  5 

years — Total  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  1046 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  the  Health  Visitor 
has  made  visits  to  cases  of:  — 

Tuberculosis 

Still  Births 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough 

Mumps 

Miscellaneous  ... 

92 


5 

28 

26 

15 

10 


Total  visits  as  Health  Visitor  ...  ...  2499 

To  the  above  must  be  added  the  Nurse’s  work  as  School 
Nurse  during  1936  : — 

Visits  to  homes  185,  children  seen  192,  visits  to  schools  49, 
children  examined  in  school  3,389.  Where  necessary  appropriate 
advice  verbally  or  by  printed  pamphlet  was  given  to  parents  or 
teachers, 
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Milk  (Mothers  and  Children)  Order,  1918.  Under  this  Order 
the  Council  has  distributed  260  lbs.  of  dried  milk  during  1936 
at  a cost  of  £16  12s.  3d.  Figures  since  1919  are  given  in  the 
Annual  Beport  for  1935. 

Children  under  School  Age.  The  following  are  extracts  from 
the  Public  Health  Committee  Minutes:  — 

December  7th,  1936. — “ The  Clerk  submitted  Ministry  of 
Health  Circular  No.  1550  with  regard  to  the  arrangements  made 
for  the  supervision  of  the  health  of  children  under  school  age, 
and  also  correspondence  he  had  had  with  the  Ministry  of  Health 
thereon,  when  it  was  resolved  that  he  be  instructed  to  reply  to 
the  last  letter  from  the  Ministry  as  now  indicated.” 

February  1st,  1937. — “ The  Clerk  submitted  a further  letter 
which  he  had  received  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  on  the 
subject  of  the  arrangements  made  for  the  supervision  of  the 
health  of  children  under  school  age  (Ministry  of  Health  Circular 
No.  1550),  when  it  was  resolved  that  a sub-'committee  consist- 
ing of  the  Chairman  of  this  Committee  and  Councillors  Thackray 
and  Kershaw,  along  with  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  be 
appointed  to  consider  the  matter  further.” 

The  circular  above  mentioned  is  dated  29tli  May,  1936. 
The  Sub-Committee  met  on  February  8th,  1937,  and  made 
certain  recommendations  on  the  advice  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health.  Up  to  this  date  he  had  not  been  consulted  by  the 
Committee. 


School  Clinic. 


Individual  Scholars  attended 
Total  attendances  ... 


1148 

3028 


The  School  Nurse  reports  on  her  work  to  the  West  Biding 
County  Council,  which  is  the  Authority  for  School  Medical 
Inspection  in  Heckmondwike.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is 
available  for  consultation  once  weekly  at  the  School  Clinic. 
During  the  year  he  examined  1,037  scholars  and  advised.  Of 
these,  27  were  recommended  for  treatment  at  various  hospitals. 
Five  cases  were  referred  to  the  N.S.P.C.C.,  whose  officer, 
Inspector  Lawlor,  is  always  ready  to  render  valuable  and  much 
appreciated  service. 

Boots  for  the  Bairns  ” Fund.  Founded  several  years  ago 
and  administered  under  the  authority  of  the  Council  through 
voluntary  subscriptions,  this  charity  has  provided  Hebkmondwike 
children  during  1936  with  311  pairs  of  boots. 

Infant  Welfare  Centre.  Total  number  of  attendances  at 
the  Centre  during  the  year: — 

(i)  By  children  under  1 year 1196 

(ii)  By  children  between  the  ages  of  1 and  5 years  ...  472 
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Total  number  of  children  who  attended  at  the  Centre  for  the 
first  time  during  the  year  and  who,  on  the  date  of  their  first 
attendance,  were:  — 

(i)  Under  1 year  of  age  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  89 

(ii)  Between  the  ages  of  1 and  5 years  ...  ...  7 

Total  number  of  children  who  attended  at  the  Centre  during 

the  year  and  who,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  were:  — 

(i)  Under  1 year  of  age  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  70 

(ii)  Between  the  ages  of  1 and  5 years  ...  ...  112 

The  two  ladies  mentioned  in  last  year’s  annual  report,  Mrs. 
Bates  and  Mrs.  Copping,  have,  during  the  year,  continued  their 
very  useful  and  kindly  work  as  helpers  at  the  Infant  Welfare 
Centre. 

(iv)  Infant  Life  Protection. 

(a)  Number  of  persons  on  the  register  who  were 
rebeiving  children  for  reward  at  the  end  of  the 

year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  None 

(b)  Number  of  children  on  the  register — 

(i)  At  the  end  of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  None 

(ii)  Who  died  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  None 

(iii)  On  whom  inquests  were  held  during  the 

year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  None 

(c)  Number  of  Infant  Protection  Visitors  at  the  end 
of  the  year  who  were— 

(i)  Health  Visitors  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(ii)  Female,  other  than  Health  Visitors  ...  None 

(iii)  Male  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  None 

No  proceedings  were  taken  during  the  year,  no  sanctions 
were  necessary,  neither  were  any  orders  sought  or  obtained 
under  Section  67  of  the  Act  of  i932. 

(y)  Orthopaedic  treatment  is  obtained  by  children  from  the 
Leeds  General  Infirmary  and  the  Dewsbury  Infirmary.  Four 
children  have  been  referred  during  1936. 


SECTION  C.— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE 

AREA. 

1.  (i)  Water  Supply.  The  Council’s  Surveyor  (Mr.  F.  W. 
Littlewood,  M.Inst.M.  and  Cy.E.)  furnishes  the  following- 
information  : — 

The  old  3in.  water  main  in  Upper  George  Street, 
which  was  found  to  be  defective  and  corroded,  was  re-laid 
with  a new  3in.  C.I.  water  main. 

No  extensions  to  the  water  mains  have  been  made 
during  the  year.” 
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Richardson  and  Jaffe, 

Analytical  Chemists, 
Hustlergate, 
Bradford. 


Analytical  Report  upon  8 samples  of  water,  from  G.  E.  V. 
Boldry,  Esq.,  A.M.LC.E.,  Engineer,  Dewsbury  and 
Heckmondwike  Waterworks  Board. 

No.  1.  Inlet  to  Whitley  Reservoir. 

No.  2.  Inlet  to  settling  tank,  Broadstone  Reservoir. 

No.  3.  Waterworks  Office  tap. 

Received  24th  March,  1936. 

Parts  per  100,000. 


1. 

2. 

3 

Free  ammonia 

•0010 

None 

•0040 

Albuminoid  ammonia 

•0100 

•0124 

•0050 

nTT 

I J Jl.  ~jl  • • « • • » • •••  ••• 

6-0 

4-6 

7-8 

Oxygen  required  to  oxidise  organic 

matter  in  1 hour  at  98°  E.  ... 

•20 

•24 

•20 

Nitrogen  as  nitrites  ... 

None 

None 

None 

Nitrogen  as  nitrates 

•175 

None 

None 

Lead  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

None 

None 

None 

Auction  on  bright  lead  surface  after 

24  hours  ... 

1 /5th 

1 /2  th 

1 /20th 

Acidity  due  to  C02  and  peaty  acids 

None 

•43 

None 

Colour  in  1ft.  cell,  Y units 

1-2 

2-6 

2-0 

Lovibonds  R units 

•8 

1-4 

1-0 

Tintometer 

Transparency — 

Visibility  of  platinum  wire  at 

very 

very 

very 

30c. m.  depth  in  2ft.  tube 

poor 

poor 

poor 

Odour  in  plugged  flask  at  80°F.  ... 

None 

None 

None 

Matters'  in  suspension 

•60 

•80 

None 

(Signed)  RICHARDSON 

AND 

JAEEE. 

1st  April, 

1936 
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Richardson  and  Jaffe, 

Analytical  Chemists, 

Hustlergate  Laboratories, 

Bradford. 

Analytical  Report  upon  3 samples  of  water  from  G.  E.  V. 
Boldry,  Esq.,  A.M.I.C.E.,  Engineer,  Dewsbury  and 
Heckmondwike  Waterworks  Board. 

Received  24th  March,  1936. 

Parts  per  100,000. 


1. 

2. 

3. 

Total  Solids 

8-33 

7-19 

12-64 

Mineral  Solids  ... 

6-93 

5-59 

10-69 

Organic  Solids  ... 

1-40 

1-60 

1-95 

Silica 

•52 

1-04 

1-56 

Iron 

•10 

•12 

•01 

Alumina 

•10 

•18 

•30 

Calcium 

•32 

•48 

1-04 

Magnesium 

•30 

•26 

•30 

Carbonate 

• • • 

» i » 

* • * 

•84 

(Fixed 

C03) 

Chlorine 

• • • 

1-40 

•80 

1-20 

Sulphate 

• • • 

2-14 

2-19 

4-12 

Nitrate 

• * * 

•77 

• • • 

• • • 

Sodium  ... 

• • • 

1-28 

•52 

1-32 

6-93 

5-59 

10-69 

Total  Carbonic  acid 

• • « 

• • • 

1-70 

General  Composition — 

Calcium  bi-carbonate 

• • • 

, , , 

• • • 

1-97 

Calcium  sulphate  ... 

• • • 

1-09 

1-63 

2-62 

Magnesium  sulphate 

• • • 

1-50 

1-30 

1-50 

Sodium  chloride,  sulphate 

and 

nitrate 

• • • 

3-62 

1-32 

3-59 

Silica,  iron  and  alumina 

• « • 

•72 

1-34 

1-87 

6-93 

5-59 

11-55 

Subtract  voltatile  H2C03 

• ♦ ♦ 

. . . 

« • • 

•86 

6-93 

5-59 

10-69 

Calcium  Carbonate 

* • * 

1-21 

Total  hardness 

3-00 

2-30 

400 

Temporary  hardness 

• • • 

•30 

• • « 

110 

Permanent  hardness 

• » « 

2-70 

2-30 

2-90 

(Signed)  RICHARDSON  AND  JAFFE, 
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Public  Health  Laboratory, 
County  Hall, 

Wakefield. 

Beport  on  the  bacteriological  examination  of:  — 

Water  collected  from  the  inlet  to  Whitley  Beservoir,  received 
on  the  24tli  March,  1936. 

Bacterial  Content. 

Average  number  of  organisms  developing  on  agar  plates 
incubated  for  two  days  at  37°C.,  6 per  ml.  of  water. 

Average  number  of  organisms  developing  on  agar  plates 
incubated  for  3 days  at  22°C.,  13  per  ml.  of  water. 

Presumptive  B.  Cali. 

None  in  100  ml.  of  water. 

The  examination  shows  that  this  water  is  satisfactory  pro- 
vided that  an  investigation  of  the  conditions  of  the  source  has 
shown  that  these  are  satisfactory. 

(Signed)  P.  L.  SUTHEBLANH. 

27th  March,  1936. 


Public  Health  Laboratory, 
County  Hall, 

Wakefield. 


Beport  on  the  bacteriological  examination  of:— 


Water  collected  from  tap  in  Waterworks  Office 
main,  received  on  the  24tli  March,  1936. 


directly  from 


Bacterial  content. 

Average  number  of  organisms  developing  on  agar  plates 
incubated  for  two  days  at  37°C.,  7 per  ml.  of  water. 

Average  number  of  organisms  developing  in  agar  plates 
incubated  for  three  days  at  22°C.,  14,560  per  ml.  of  water. 

Presumptive  B.  Coli. 

None  in  100  ml.  of  water. 

The  examination  shows  that  this  water  is  satisfactory  pro- 
vided that  an  investigation  of  the  conditions  of  the  source  has 
shown  that  these  are  satisfactorv. 

%J 

(Signed)  P.  L.  SUTHERLAND. 

27th  March,  1936. 
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Public  Health  Laboratory, 
County  Hall, 

Wakefield. 


Report  on  the  bacteriological  examination  of:  — 

Water  collected  at  the  inlet  to  settling  tank  at  Broadstone 
Reservoir,  received  on  the  24th  March,  1936. 

Bacterial  content. 

Average  number  of  organisms  developing  on  agar  plates 
incubated  for  two  days  at  37°C.,  24  per  ml.  of  water. 

Average  number  of  organisms  developing  on  agar  plates 
incubated  for  three  days  at  22°C.,  59  per  ml.  of  water. 

Presumptive  B.  Coli. 

None  in  100  ml.  of  water. 

The  examination  shows  that  this  water  is  satisfactory  pro- 
vided that  an  investigation  of  the  conditions  of  the  source  has 
shown  that  these  are  satisfactory. 

(Signed)  P.  L.  SUTHERLAND. 

27th  March,  1936. 


(ii)  Drainage  and  Sewerage.  The  Surveyor  (Mr.  Little- 

wood)  reports:  — 

No  extensions  to  the  Council’s  sewerage  system  were  made 
during  the  year. 

The  alterations  and  additions  to  the  sewage  disposal  works, 
consisting  of  increased  settling  tank  accommodation,  new  storm 
water  tanks  and  the  construction  of  two  new  filters,  each  100 
feet  in  diameter,  were  completed  in  September. 

2.  Rivers  and  Streams.  The  Spen  Beck  runs  through  Heck- 
mondwike,  and  is  polluted  by  dye  waters  and  some  trade 
effluent.  The  authority  for  supervision  is  the  West  Riding 
Rivers  Board. 


3.  (i)  CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION,  1936. 

Number  of  Privies  with  Open  Middens  ...  ...  ...  6 

Number  of  Pail  or  Tub  Closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  Privies  with  Covered  Middens  ...  ...  ...  17 

25 


Number  of  Water  Closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2762 

Number  of  Waste  Water  Closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  148 


2910 
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Number  of  Privies  reconstructed  during  19'd6 — 

(a)  As  W.C.’s  

(b)  Others 

Number  of  Privies  abolished  ... 

Number  of  Water  Closets  constructed  for  New  Houses 
during  1936 

Number  of  additional  W.C.'s  provided  for  old  property 
during  1936 

Number  of  additional  W.C.’s  provided  for  Factories, 
Workshops,  Institutions,  etc. 

Number  of  Metal  Bins  provided  for  new  houses  ... 

Additional  Metal  Bins  provided  for  old  property  ... 

Defective  Metal  Bins  renewed 


None 

None 

None 

106 

1 


9, 


106 

6 

62 


(ii)  Public  Cleansing.  Air.  Littlewood  furnishes  the  follow- 
ing information:  — 

3,744  loads  of  domestic  refuse  were  burned  in  the 
Destructor. 

In  addition  685  loads  of  trade  refuse  were  burned  in  the 
Destructor. 


Note. — The  average  weight  of  a load  of  refuse  is  13J  cwts. 

633  loads  of  clinker  were  tipped  in  the  new  North  Road  tip 
and  631  loads  at  the  Sewage  Works. 

There  are  2,131  metal  dust  bins,  177  fixed  receptacles  and 
22  middens.  The  dust  bins  are  emptied  weekly  and  the  ashpits 
approximately  monthly. 

Two  Morris  30cwt.  wagons  are  employed  full  time  in  the 
Scavenging  Department. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  in  tire 
interests  of  the  health  of  tire  inhabitants,  the  time  is  overdue  for 
the  abolition  of  all  ashpits,  where  such  is  possible,  and  their  sub- 
stitution by  metal  bins,  to  be  emptied  weekly.  Alonthly 
removal  of  refuse  is  not  now  tolerated  in  towns.  This  matter  is 
recommended  to  the  Council  for  consideration. 
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(iii)  SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

WORK  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  UNDER  ARTICLE  19 
OF  THE  SANITARY  OFFICERS  ORDER,  1926. 

DESCRIPTION  OF  WORK  CARRIED  OUT,  YEAR  1936. 

The  following  figures  are  submitted  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector : — 

INSPECTIONS. 


Re  Nuisances  ... 

...  1374 

,,  Infectious  Diseases 

30 

,,  Offensive  Trades  ... 

136 

,,  Smoke 

22 

,,  Bakehouses  and  Restaurants  ... 

179 

,,  Shops  Act,  1934  ... 

18 

,,  Fried  Fish  Shops 

53 

,,  Ice-cream 

17 

,,  Dairies 

50 

,,  Cowsheds 

26 

,,  Common  Lodging  Houses 

37 

,,  Slaughterhouses  ... 

. . . 360 

Total 

...  2302 

PURE  OF  INSPECTIONS. 

Choked  W.C.’s  

38 

Defective  and  Choked  Drains 

21 

Manure  Accumulations 

18 

Defective  Metal  Bins 

47 

Defective  W.C.  Apparatus,  etc.  ... 

9 

Defective  Vent  Shafts 

5 

Dirty  W.C.’s 

4 

Defective  Fall  Pipes 

17 

159 


SERVICE  OF  NOTICES. 

Informal  Notices  served 
Informal  Notices  complied  with  ... 

Statutory  Notices  served 
Statutory  Notices  complied  with  ... 

Total  No.  of  Nuisances  in  hand  at  close  of  1935 
Total  No.  of  Nuisances  in  hand  at  close  of  1936 
Total  No.  of  Nuisances  reported  during  1936 
Total  No.  of  Nuisances  abated  during  1936 
Legal  proceedings  respecting  Notices 


159 

151 

None 

None 

7 

8 

159 

158 

None 
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(1y)  Shops  Act,  193$.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  reports  that 
he  has  made  18  inspections  under  this  Act  and  has  received  2 
notices  from  the  County  Council. 

(y)  Smoke  Abatement.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  reports  he 
has  made  22  observations  and  served  6 Notices. 

There  does  not  appear  to  be  any  diminution  in  the  amount 
of  unnecessary  smoke  emitted  from  chimneys  in  the  area,  which 
is  against  the  financial  and  other  interests  of  the  millowners  and 
housewives.  The  Council  is  a member  of  the  West  Biding  of 
Yorkshire  Smoke  Abatement  Committee  and  has  representatives 
thereon. 

On  April  26th,  1937,  was  despatched  to  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  Heckmondwike,  a letter  from  Dr.  Potts,  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  to  the  West  Biding  County  Council,  which 
gives  useful  information  about  the  smoke  nuisance  in  Heckmond- 
wike, where  emission  of  black  smoke  for  a period  of  two  minutes 
in  the  aggregate  within  any  continuous  period  of  thirty  minutes 
from  any  building  other  than  a private  dwelling-house  shall, 
until  the  contrary  is  proved,  be  presumed  to  be  a nuisance. 

The  letter  is  as  follows  (It  is  inserted  here  for  purposes  of 
record) : — 

Dear  Dr.  Pearce, 

With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  17th  instant  I give  below 
particulars  of  smoke  observations  made  by  Mr.  H.  Taylor,  one 
of  the  County  Sanitary  Inspectors,  on  the  21st  and  23rd  instant 
in  Heckmondwike  Urban  District.  He  was  accompanied  by  Mr. 
A.  K.  Greenwood,  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Particulars  of  Observations  taken  on  the  21st  instant. 

Name  of  Firm: — Blackburn,  Tolson  and  Co.,  Ltd.,  Walkley  Mills. 
Period  of  Observation: — 10.27  to  10.57  a.m.  10.57  to  li .27  a.m. 

Minutes.  Minutes. 

Emission  of  Smoke : — Black  7 Black 

Moderate  1 Moderate 

Faint  7 Faint  7 

None  15  None  19 


3J 

JL 

2 


Total  30  Minutes.  Total  30  Minutes. 


Name  of  Firm: — Mr.  H.  Spivey,  Cater  Dye 
Period  of  Observation: — 10.27  to  10.57  a.m. 

Minutes. 

Emission  of  Smoke: — Black  3| 

Moderate  4 
Faint  17 
None  51- 


Works  . 

10.57  to  11.27  a.m. 
Minutes. 
Black  4 

LA 

Moderate  2 
Faint  27f 

None  — 


Total  30  Minutes.  Total 


30  Minutes. 
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Name  of  Firm:— Messrs.  Albert  Rhodes  and  Co.,  Spen  Vale  Mills. 
Period  of  Observation:  — 


10.27  to  10.57  a. m. 
Minutes. 


10.57  to  11.27  a.m. 
Minutes. 


Emission  of  Smoke:  — 

Black 

1 

2 

Black 

— 

Moderate 

5 

Moderate 

2 

Faint 

1 71 

Faint 

24 

None 

7 

None 

4 

Total 

30  Minutes. 

Total 

30  Minutes 

Name  of  Firm: — Messrs.  R.  Clarke  and  Sons, 

Ltd.,  Beehive  Mills. 

Period  of  Observation: 

— 11.33  a.m 

to  12.3  p.m. 

12.3  to 

12.33  p.m. 

Minutes. 

Minutes. 

Emission  of  Smoke:  — 

Black 

2 

Black 

O 

O 

Moderate 

91 

‘-‘2 

Moderate 

4 

Faint 

J2 

F aint 

16 

None 

20 

None 

7 

Total 

30  Minutes. 

Total 

30  Minutes 

Name  of  Firm: — Messrs.  T.  F.  Firth,  and  Sons,  Ltd.,  Flush  Mills. 

Period  of  Observation : 

2.2  to 

2.32  p.m. 

2.32  to 

3.2  p.m. 

Minutes. 

Minutes. 

Emission  of  Smoke : — 

Black 

10 

Black 

10i 

Moderate 

20 

Moderate 

111 

F aint 

— 

F aint 

8 

None 

— 

None 

— 

Total 

30  Minutes. 

Total 

30  Minutes. 

Particulars  of 

Observation 

s taken  on  the  23rd  instant. 

Name  of  Firm: — Heckmondwike  Manufacturing 

Co.,  Ltd. 

, Croft  Mills. 

Period  of  Observation: 

10.34  to 

11.4  a.m. 

11.4  to 

11.34  a.m. 

Minutes. 

Minutes. 

Emission  of  Smoke:  — 

Black 

4 

Black 

3 

Moderate 

94 

Moderate 

o 

O 

Faint 

13i 

Faint 

22 

None 

3 

None 

2 

Total 

30  Minutes. 

Total 

30  Minutes. 

Name  of  Firm: — Messrs.  H.  Whitehead  Successors  (Heckmondwike) 

Period  of  Observation : 

Ltd.,  Crystal  Mills. 

— 10.34  to 

11.4  a.m. 

11.4  to 

11.34  a.m. 

Minutes. 

Minutes. 

Emission  of  Smoke:  — 

Black 

2 

Black 

8 

Moderate 

16i 

Moderate 

134 

Faint 

74 

Faint 

64 

None 

4 

None 

2 

Total 

30  Minutes, 

Total 

30  Minutes. 
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Name  of  Firm: — Messrs.  Marsdens  Engines,  Ltd.,  Union  Foundry.. 
Period  of  Observation : — 10.34  to  11.4  a.m.  11.4  to  11.34  a.m. 

Minutes. 

Emission  of  Smoke Black  1 

Moderate  1 
Faint 


Minutes. 


5 


None 


23 


Black 

Moderate 

Faint 

None 


li 


Q1 

o4 


n 


OQ3 


Total  30  Minutes.  Total 


30  Minutes 


Yours  faithfully, 

T.  N.  V.  POTTS. 


Dr.  G.  H.  Pearce, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
Council  Offices, 
Heckmondwike . 


(vi)  Swimming  Baths  and  Pools.  Information  was  given  on 
page  19  of  the  Annual  Report  for  1935.  The  Baths  Manager 
(Mr.  Phillips)  states  the  position  is  the  same  at  present. 

(Yii)  Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs  (information  by  the  Sani- 
tary Inspector)  : — 

1.  No.  of  houses  found  to  be  infested:  — 

(a)  Council  houses  ...  ...  ...  1 

(b)  Others  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Houses  disinfested:  — 

(a)  Council  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(b)  Others  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

2.  Methods  employed  for  freeing  infested  houses  from  bed 

bugs : — 

Spraying  with  insecticide. 

3.  Methods  employed  for  ensuring  that  the  belongings  of 

tenants  are  free  from  vermin  before  removal  to  Council 
houses : — 

The  tenants  of  unfit  houses  are  given  a few  days’  notice 
of  their  removal  to  new  Council  houses,  and  are  told  to 
reduce  their  stocks  of  food  to  a minimum.  They  are  also 
instructed  to  wash  all  cooking  utensils  and  crockery  the 
night  before  and  place  same  in  a container  provided  by  the 
Council.  At  8 a.m.  on  the  day  of  removal  the  Contractor 
who  is  to  carry  out  the  disinfestation  of  furniture  arrives 
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with  the  steel  container  and  the  furniture  and  other  hard- 
ware is  loaded  and  taken  away.  The  bed  clothes  and  all 
surplus  soft  goods  and  clothing  are  taken  away  in  another 
van  for  steam  disinfection.  The  tenants  are  then  taken  by 
motor  to  the  Disinfecting  Station,  where  they  are  bathed 
and  all  clothes  are  put  through  the  steam  disinfector.  The 
people  are  given  a meal  while  at  the  station  and  are  then 
taken  by  motor  to  the  new  house,  where  the  Council  pro- 
vides the  necessary  material  for  washing  all  floors,  which 
must  be  in  readiness  for  the  reception  of  the  furniture, 
which  is  delivered  at  the  house  about  6 p.m. 


4.  Whether  the  work  of  disinfestation  is  carried  out  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  by  a Contractor: — 

The  work  is  carried  out  by  Contractors,  the  City  of 
Leeds  and  the  Borough  of  Batley  Corporations,  on  behalf  of 
the  Heckmondwike  Urban  District  Council. 

No  person  is  allowed  to  occupy  a new  Council  house  under 
the  1930  Act  whose  furniture  and  belongings  have  not  been  sub- 
ject to  a process  of  disinfestation. 


It  must  not  be  assumed  that  there  were  only  three  houses 
in  the  whole  of  Heckmondwike  during  1936  which  were  infested 
by  bugs. 

4.  Schools.  The  West  Riding  County  Council  is  the 
Authority,  and  its  School  Medical  Inspectors  visit  the  schools. 
The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Heckmondwike  visits  as  such, 
when  his  presence  is  necessary,  as,  for  instance,  in  outbreaks  of 
infectious  disease. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1936,  for  the  Urban  District  of  Heckmondwike, 
on  the  Administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act.  1901, 

in  connection  with 


FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES, 

1. — Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces, 

including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector  : — 


Number  of 

Premises. 

Inspections. 

Written 

Notices. 

Occupiers 

prosecuted. 

Factories  (including  Factory 
Laundries) 

2) 

Nil 

Nil 

Workshops  (including  Work- 
shop Laundries)  

1J4 

Nil 

Nil 

Workplaces  (other  than  Out- 
workers' premises)  

34 

1 

Nil 

Total  

169 

1 

Nil 

2. — Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Particulars. 


Nuisances  under  Public  Health 
Acts : — 

Want  of  Cleanliness  

Want  of  Ventilation  

Overcrowding  

Want  of  Drainage  of  Floors  ... 
Other  Nuisances: — 

/'Insufficient. 

Sanitary 
Accommoda- 
tion:— 


or 


Offences  under 
Workshop 


Unsuitable 
defective 
Not  separate 
vfor  sexes, 
the  Factory  and 
Acts : — 

Illegal  occupation  of  under- 
ground Bakehouses  (S. 101) 
Other  Offences: — 

[Excluding  offences  relating  to 
outworkers  and  offences  under 
the  Sections  mentioned  in 
the  Schedule  to  the  Ministry 
of  Health  (Factories  and 
Workshops  Transfer  cf 
Powers)  Order,  1921] 

Total 


Number  of  Defects. 

No.  of 
offences  in 
respect  to 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Referred 
to  H.M. 

Inspector. 

which  Pro- 
secutions 

were 

instituted. 

1 

1 

Nil. 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

_ 

OUTWORK  IN  UNWHOLESOME  PREMISES,  SECTION  103 


NATURE  OF  WORK 

U) 

Instances 

(2) 

Notices 

served 

(3) 

Prosecutions 

(H 

None 

— 

— 

— 
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SECTION  D.— HOUSING. 
HOUSING  STATISTICS. 


Tlie  figures  are  those  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

In  order  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health,  the  several  heads  have  been  read  as  a whole  before 
the  form  was  filled  up,  and  care  has  been  taken  to  avoid 
duplications ; for  example,  a defective  house  remedied  twice 
during  the  year  has  been  counted  once  only. 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts) 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  [included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above]  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolid- 
ated Regulations,  1925 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 
be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ... 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
for  human  habitation 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service 

of  formal  Notices : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year : — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  17,  18  and  23  of 
the  Housing  Act,  1930:  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices:  — 

(a)  By  owners 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 
owners 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 

remedied  


106 

214 


49 

86 

30 


38 


35 


None 


None 


None 


None 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses 
defects  were  remedied  after  service 
notices : — 

(a)  By  owners 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in 
owners 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  19  and 
Housing  Act,  1930:  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in 
which  Demolition  Orders  were  made 


in 

which 

of 

formal 

i 

None 

default 

of 

• • • 

None 

21 

of 

the 

respect 

of 

... 

... 

60 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 
pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  4 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  20  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1930:— 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 
ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 

were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  None 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 
ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having 

been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ....  None 


4.  Housing  Act,  1935 — Overcrowding:— 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the 

end  of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  284 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  284 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  1544 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  70 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  349 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling- 

houses  have  again  become  overcrowded  after 
the  Local  Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the 
abatement  of  overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  6 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  over- 


crowding conditions  upon  which  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  may  consider  it  desirable  to 
report  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  . h — 

Note. — The  Sanitary  Inspector  states  that  under  (d)  above: 

About  six  families  have  been  removed  from  their  overcrowded 
homes  into  Council  or  other  private  houses  where  they  are  still 
living  under  similar  conditions.” 

The  preliminary  overcrowding  survey  showed  14-6  per  cent, 
of  persons  in  Heckmondwike  living  under  overcrowded  condi- 
tions. The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  nothing  further  to  add 
at  present  in  regard  to  the  query  under  (e)  above. 
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Certain  figures  which  have  appeared  in  the  Annual  Reports 
for  several  previous  years  in  regard  to  the  number  of  new 
houses  built  in  Heckmondwike  appear,  on  reflection,  to  be  open 
to  suspicion  and  in  view  of  the  possibility  of  a mistake  having 
arisen  1 have  asked  the  Surveyor,  Mr.  Littlewood,  to  give  a 
statement  of  the  correct  position  at  the  present  date  (March  31st, 
1937).  It  appears  below:  — 

“ The  following  is  the  number  of  new  houses,  plans  of  which 
were  approved  by  the  Council  in  the  years  1931  to  193G  inclusive. 
All  these  houses  have  been  built  by  private  enterprise:  — 


1931 

8 

1934 

35 

I 

1932 

40 

1935 

82 

l Total 

1933 

rjrj 

i i 

1936 

27 

j 269 

F.  W.  LITTLEWOOD. 


Mr.  Littlewood  also  gives  this  information  in  respect  of 
houses  built  by  the  Council:  — 

Stubley  Estate  1924  8 1926  55  i Total  ) Grand 

1925  34  1927  39  J 136  l Total 

Hill  Top  Estate  1935  16  1936  10  Total  26  J 162 

On  pages  23  and  24  of  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  1933  appears  a list  of  Closing  and 
Demolition  Orders  made  by  the  Council  under  the  Housing  Acts, 
1909  to  1930.  In  this  list  it  is  shown  that  a number  of  such 
Orders  were  made  by  the  Council,  but  demolition  had  not  in 
fact  been  carried  out.  With  a view  to  bringing  these  matters 
to  finality  a sub-committee  was  appointed  to  consider  the  posi- 
tion and  to  meet  on  Monday,  February  17tli,  1936,  to  make 
recommendations  to  the  Council  as  to  the  necessary  action  with 
respect  to  the  various  dwelling-houses  affected.  After  lengthy 
consideration,  the  sub-committee  unanimously  resolved  to  recom- 
mend that  the  Demolition  Orders  previously  made  should  in  every 
instance  be  enforced. 

At  the^meeting  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  on  March 
22nd,  1937,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  reminded  that  Com- 
mittee that  the  report  of  its  Sub-Committee  had  not  yet  been 
made  to  the  Public  Health  Committee  in  accordance  with 
Resolution  67  of  the  Public  Health  Committee,  January  27th, 
1936.  Later  it  was  stated  that  the  report  had  been  made  direct 
to  the  Council  and  not  to  the  Public  Health  Committee.  The 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  does  not  attend  Council  meetings 
unless  specially  requested,  so  that  he  would  have  no  knowledge 
of  the  Sub-Committee’s  report,  but  a search  through  the  Council’s 
published  minutes  fails  to  show  any  reference  to  this  matter. 
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It  is  obvious  confusion  lias  arisen,  which  is  made  worse  through 
the  practice  of  Sub-Committees  reporting  direct  to  the  Council 
over  the  head  of  the  Public  Health  Committee.  Meanwhile,  the 
Council’s  Demolition  Orders  are  ignored  by  owners  and  the 
Council  is  brought  into  contempt  thereby.  An  illustration  is 
6 and  8,  Walkley  Lane,  where  the  Council  made  Demolition 
Orders  on  February  loth,  1915,  under  the  1909  Act,  which  have 
not  yet  been  complied  with. 


On  page  28  of  the  Annual  Deport  for  1935  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  attention  was  drawn  to  the  re-letting  of  houses 
which  were  already  the  subject  of  Demolition  Orders.  At  the 
meeting  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  on  January  27th,  1936, 
the  Committee  instructed  the  Clerk  to  write  the  owners  request- 
ing them  to  have  the  houses  vacated  within  14  days  and  threaten- 
ing proceedings  in  default.  No  proceedings  were  taken  and  there 
are  still  some  tenants  in  occupation. 

On  March  12th,  1934,  Demolition  Orders  wTere  made  upon 
13  houses  in  Strawberry  Square.  The  Orders  were  not  obeyed 
and,  although  the  majority  are  empty  at  the  present  date,  some 
tenants  are  still  in  occupation.  It  is  stated  by  these  tenants 
that  they  now  pay  rent  to  a new  owner,  or  owners,  who  do  not 
live  in  Heckmondwike,  but  purchased  the  houses  from  the  original 
owner  in  September,  1936. 


Alinute  41  of  the  Public  Health  Committee,  November 
5th,  1934,  records:  “ It  was  resolved  that  the  Council  be 
recommended  to  take  the  necessary  steps  for  the  making  of 
the  byelaws  under  Section  6 of  the  Housing  Act,  1925,  in 
regard  to  houses  let  in  tenement.” 

In  the  Annual  Deport  for  1935  it  is  stated:  — 

So  far  as  I am  aware,  the  position  was  the  same  at 
December  31st,  1935.” 

At  a meeting  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  on  May  4th, 
1936,  it  was 

Desolved  that  a Sub-Committee  consisting  of  Councillors 
B.  G.  Crowth'er,  Thackray,  Kershaw,  Lister  and  Houldsworth 
be  appointed  to  consider  the  question  of  the  adoption  of  bye- 
laws in  respect  of  houses  let  in  lodgings. 

There  does  not  appear  to  be  a record  in  the  minutes  of  a 
report  by  the  Sub-Committee  to  the  Public  Health  Committee, 
but  the  following  was  found  in  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  Council  at  its  meeting  on  August  10th,  1936:  — 

It  was  moved  by  Councillor  Lockwood,  seconded  by 
Councillor  B.  G.  Crowther,  and  resolved  that  the  Seal  of 
the  Council  be  affixed  to  the  byelaws  as  to  Houses  let  in 
Lodgings,  made  by  the  Council.” 
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Minute  46  of  the  Public  Health  Committee,  November  9th, 
1936,  reads: — 

“ The  Clerk  reported  that  the  byelaws  made  by  the 

Council  in  regard  to  Houses  Let  in  Lodgings  had  been  con- 
firmed by  the  Minister  of  Health  and  would  come  into  opera- 
tion on  the  First  of  December  next/’ 

The  report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  November, 
1936,  contained  a recommendation  that  “ a resolution  be  passed 
by  this  Committee  that  a copy  of  these  byelaws  be  served  upon 
the  proprietors  of  the  Crystal  Inn  and  any  other  places  concerned, 
and  that  they  be  called  upon  to  observe  forthwith  the  require- 
ments of  this  section  of  the  Council’s  byelaws.” 

The  Clerk  reported  a copy  had  been  served  upon  the  persons 
affected  on  November  24th,  1936. 

On  March  23rd,  1937,  the  manager  of  one  of  these  places 
stated  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health:  “ Nothing  has  been 
done  by  owners  to  comply  with  the  byelaws.” 

In  the  Annual  Eeport  for  1935  the  following  appears: — 
There  were  until  recently  three  unlicensed  public-houses 
which  were  let  in  rooms  to  families  at  rents  varying  from  ten 
shillings  to  about  eight  shillings  per  room  per  week.  In  such 
premises  the  conditions,  from  the  social  and  hygienic  stand- 
points, are  usually  abominable,  and  these  in  Heckmondwike,  in 
my  opinion,  were  and  are  no  exception.  Fire  was  the  cause  of 
one,  The  Woodman,  ceasing  operations,  the  building  being  now 
derelict.  It  was  represented  to  the  Council  for  demolition  on 
February  24th,  1936.  Another  in  Cook  Lane  was  represented 
to  the  Council  on  February  24th,  1936,  as  unfit  for  human 
habitation  under  the  terms  of  the  Housing  Act,  1935.  The  third, 
known  as  The  Crystal,  still  flourishes  in  its  own  way.” 

The  Woodman  contained  thirteen  tenements,  which  were 
thirteen  separate  dwelling  houses  let  at  rents  varying  from  8/6 
to  12/6  per  week.  The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  Minutes 
of  the  meeting  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  on  February 
24th,  1936:  “ The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  submitted  represen- 
tations under  Section  19  of  the  Housing  Act,  1930,  in  regard 
to  property  in  Cook  Lane  and  Market  Place,  Heckmondwike, 
when  it  was  resolved  that  the  matter  be  adjourned  to  the  next 
meeting  of  the  committee  to  enable  the  Clerk  to  advise  ” (Min. 
72).  The  “ property  in  Market  Place  ” was  the  Woodman  Inn, 
now  derelict. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  on  March 
23rd,  1936,  the  Clerk  advised  the  Committee  that  no  action 
could  be  taken  to  enforce  demolition  in  the  case  of  the  Woodman 
because  it  had  been  a public  house  and  was  therefore  outside 
the  Housing  Acts.  Nothing  further  was  done  in  this  matter, 
nothing  further  appears  in  the  Minutes,  and  the  ruin  remains. 


^^The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  being  the  medical  adviser  of 
the  Council,  it  is  no  part  of  his  duty  to  discuss  legal  matters 
as  affecting  the  Council,  such  being  the  business  of  the  Clerk  as 
the  Council’s  legal  adviser.  In  this  case,  however,  as  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  represented  the  Woodman  for  demoli- 
tion, it  having  comprised  thirteen  separate  dwelling  houses,  it 
is  not  improper  for  him  to  state  that  he  does  not  agree  with 
the  opinion  of  the  Clerk. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  on  July 
22nd,  1935,  an  official  representation  in  respe'c.t  of  a proposed 
Clearance  Area  in  Queen  Street  was  made,  the  representation 
being  signed  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Particulars  are 
given  on  page  28  of  the  Annual  Peport  for  1935.  About  the 
Spring  of  1936  the  Clerk  reported  to  the  Public  Health  Com- 
mittee that  he  had  had  an  interview  with  a representative  of 
the  Ministry  of  Health,  when  he  had  seen  a letter  to  the  Ministry 
signed  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  The  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  was  not  present  at  this  meeting  with  the  Ministry’s 
representative.  The  Committee  expressed  disapproval  of  what 
appeared  to  them  to  be  a disloyal  action  on  the  part  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health.  The  latter  asked  for  the  production 
of  the  alleged  letter.  His  request  was  unsuccessful.  The 
duplicate  of  the  letter  reacts  as  follows:  — 

Public  Health  Department, 
Heckmondwike , 

22nd  October,  1935. 

The  Secretary, 

Ministry  of  Health, 

Whitehall,  S.W.l. 

Sir, 

Herewith  I enclose  copy  of  official  representation  in  respect 
of  a Proposed  Clearance  Area  in  Queen  Street,  Heckmondwike, 
which  I presented  to  the  Sanitary  Committee  of  this  Urban 
District  at  its  meeting  on  Monday,  22nd  July,  1935. 

I am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

(Signed)  G.  H.  PEABCE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

It  is  one  of  the  statutory  duties  of  all  Medical  Officers  of 
Health  to  send  to  the  Minister  copies  of  any  Annual  and  Special 
Deports.  The  above  letter  dealt  with  a special  report,  and  is 
here  published  so  that  the  alleged  disloyalty  on  the  part  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  may  be  apparent  to  all  parties  con- 
cerned. Failure  to  transmit  a copy  of  the  representation  to  the 
Ministry  would  have  been  a breach  of  duty  to  the  Ministry  and 
to  the  Heckmondwike  Urban  District  Council. 


36 


At  a meeting  of  the  Council  on  September  25th,  1933”j 
was  resolved  that  193  houses  be  proposed  to  be  demolished  during 
the  period  1933-34  to  1938  inclusive  under  Section  19  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1930.  It  is  remarkable  that  the  Council  in  its 
resolution  used  the  work  “ demolished,”  and  it  is  reasonable  to 
assume  that  the  Council  was  satisfied  that  no  other  alternative 
was  practicable.  Alternatives  are  provided  in  Section  19  by 
which  owners  are  enabled  to  submit  their  proposals  to  the  Local 
Authority,  which  may,  or  may  not,  be  accepted. 

At  March  31st,  1937,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  had 
represented  for  action,  since  the  Council’s  resolution  of  Sep- 
tember, 1933,  one  hundred  and  thirteen  houses,  leaving  eighty 
houses  to  be  represented,  under  the  Council’s  original  resolution, 
before  September  30th,  1938.  Reference  to  the  list  at  the  com- 
mencement of  this  Section  will  show  the  actual  position  at 
March  31st,  1937. 

There  are  many  old,  insanitary  houses  in  Heckmondwike 
which  need  action  under  the  Housing  Acts  because  they  do  not 
comply  with  the  requirements  of  these  Acts  or  with  modern  ideas 
on  the  subject.  The  Council  appears  to  be  of  this  opinion,  and 
is  aware  that  the  original  programme  is  much  below  actual 
requirements,  as  evidenced  by  the  following  resolution  of  the 
Public  Health  Committee  dated  February  1st,  1937,  which  was 
confirmed  by  the  Council  on  February  15th,  1937:  — 

The  Chairman  reported  on  the  proceedings  at  a Confer- 
ence which  he  and  the  Officials  of  the  Council  had  had  with  Mr. 
Sersale,  an  official  of  the  Leeds  Office  of  the  Ministry  of  Health 
in  December  last  on  the  subject  of  the  Council’s  proposals  in 
regard  to  Housing,  at  which  Conference  the  suggestion  had  been 
made  that  the  number  of  unfit  houses  included  in  the  Council’s 
Five  Year  Programme  as  prepared  by  the  Council’s  Officials  and 
submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  on  the  28th  September, 
1933,  was  understated,  when,  after  full  consideration  of  the 
matter  and  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
it  was  resolved  that  the  Clerk  be  instructed  to  inform  the 
Ministry  (1)  that  the  Return  as  to  Unfit  Houses  included  in  the 
above-mentioned  Programme  fairly  represented  the  position  at 
the  date  of  the  submission  of  the  Programme,  (2)  that  in  respect 
of  any  Houses  which  since  the  date  of  the  submission  of  the 
Programme  may  have  become  unfit  these  will  be  dealt  with  as 
and  when  it  becomes  necessary  to  do  so,  and  (3)  that  the  Council 
will  take  all  possible  steps  to  expedite  the  carrying  into  effect 
of  the  Programme. 

For  years  complaints  from  occupiers  and  others  have  been 
frequently  received  about  the  insanitary  condition  of  many 
houses  in  the  town,  principally  due  to  age  of  dwellings  and  neg- 
lect to  do  repairs  on  the  part  of  landlords  or  agents.  The 
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jVMffcal  Officer  of  Health  has,  from  time  to  time,  discussed  these 
complaints,  which  are  well  founded,  with  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
and  mentioned  them  to  the  Public  Health  Committee.  The 
Inspector’s  reply  has  usually  been  “ What  can  be  done?  There 
is  only  one  remedy  and  this  is  demolition.  Ordinary  repairs,  if 
earned  out,  would  be  useless.  The  houses  would  still  be  unfit.” 
The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  in  agreement  with  the 
Inspector’s  view  on  this  subject. 

The  next  consideration  is  as  to  what  is  to  be  done  with  the 
occupants?  The  well  worn  reply  conies  to  the  front  immediately, 
viz.:  “ You  cannot  turn  the  tenants  out  into  the  street  with 
nowhere  for  them  to  go.”  The  obvious  remedy  is  for  the 
Council  to  build  more  houses,  and  it  is  recommended  that  this 
be  taken  into  consideration. 

There  is  in  existence  a scheme  for  the  erection  of  200  houses 
to  accommodate  those  tenants  who  live  under  overcrowded  condi- 
tions which,  in  the  preliminary  survey,  was  shown  to  be  14-6 
per  cent,  and  caused  Heckmondwike  to  be  marked  with  a black 
spot  on  the  map  contained  in  the  Ministry  of  Health  Report  on 
Overcrowding. 

These  houses,  however,  are  not  proposed  to  be  erected  to 
replace  houses  which  are  unfit  for  habitation  on  account  of 
structural  conditions,  but  purely  on  account  of  overcrowding 
(Housing  Act,  1935) , hence,  there  are  two  problems  which  con- 
front the  Council  in  this  respect. 

The  Council  still  adheres  to  its  refusal  to  accept  Clearance 
Area  Representations. 

Housing  Act,  1935.  As  stated  above,  the  preliminary  sur- 
vey showed  14-6  per  cent,  of  houses  in  Heckmondwike  to  be 
overcrowded  as  defined  by  this  Act.  The  Sanitary  Inspector 
states  that  the  complete  survey  has  not  yet  been  finished,  but 
that  he  anticipates  he  will  be  in  a position  to  make  his  final 
report  in  the  near  future.  The  “ appointed  day,”  so  far  as 
Heckmondwike  is  concerned,  has  not  yet  been  fixed  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  on 
May  24th,  1937,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  recommended 
that  temporary  assistance  be  obtained  to  enable  the  survey 
and  measurements  of  houses  as  required  by  the  Act  to  be 
completed  without  delay.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  reported  that 
assistance  was  not  necessary  or  required. 

On  May  25th  a Ministry  of  Health  Inquiry  was  held  in 
an  Urban  District  which  adjoins  the  Heckmondwike  Urban 
District.  A report  was  published  in  the  local  Press  on  May  29th. 
The  following  in  an  extract  giving  remarks  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health  Inspector  who  held  the  Inquiry; — 
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“The  Inspector:  Sooner  or  later  the  Council  house  is  going 
to  be  the  minimum  standard  of  accommodation.  If  it  is  not 
now,  it  will  be  some  day. 

The  idea  is  that  there  should  be  no  dampness,  through 
ventilation,  ventilated  food  store,  a staircase  that  does  not  open 
directly  into  any  other  room,  bathroom  and  sink  with  hot  and 
cold  water  and  various  other  requirements. 

It  is  not  so  much  a question  of  rent  as  the  standard  of 
accommodation.  People  are  not  going  to  be  allowed  to  live  in 
some  of  the  sort  of  houses  which  they  obcupy  in  some  places 
I have  seen.  Supposing  the  Ministry  agree — and  the  house 
itself  is  going  to  be  the  chief  witness — that  you  can  spend 
money  on  this  house,  it  might  be  that  sooner  or  later  the  house 
would  have  to  go  and  that  you  would  be  allowed  to  keep  it 
for  only  a few  years.  It  would  be  rather  a pity  if  you  spent 
a lot  of  money  and  then,  in  a few  years,  it  had  to  go.” 

The  Inspector  closed  the  inquiry  and  intimated  that  he 
would  inspect  the  properties. 

In  Dr.  J.  Spencer  Low’s  Report  (No.  311)  to  the  Local 
Government  Board,  published  in  1908,  upon  the  “ Sanitary  Cir- 
cumstances and  Administration  of  the  Heckmondwike  Urban 
District,”  there  appear  certain  recommendations.  No.  5 reads: 

More  attention  should  be  paid  to  the  paving  and 
repair  of  both  public  and  private  streets  and  of  backyards 
and  passages.  Adequate  use  should  be  made  of  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Public  Health  Acts  and  of  the  yard-paving 
clause  in  the  Heckmondwike  Improvement  Act,  1905,  so 
that  they  may  be  dealt  with  without  further  delay.  Notice 
should  be  served  in  every  case  in  which  backyards  and 
passages  are  imperfectly  paved.” 

These  recommendations  have  from  time  to  time  been 
repeated  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  but,  so  far  as  he  is 
aware,  the  position  is  the  same  to-day  as  it  was  approximately 
30  years  since.  - 

Perhaps  the  Council  may  now  see  fit  to  make  use  of  the 
powers  which  their  predecessors  obtained  from  Parliament  in 
1905. at  their  own  request.  Action  is  long  since  overdue.  There 
are  many  unpaved  streets  and  yards  in  the  town. 


SECTION  E.— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION 

OF  FOOD. 

(a)  Milk  Supply.  rJ  the  following  licences  to  sell  graded 
milk  in  the  Urban  District  were  granted  during  the  year:  — 
Tuberculin  Tested  (Certified)  Milk — George  Haley. 
Pasteurised  Milk— Heckmondwike  and  District  Co- 
operative Society,  Ltd. 
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The  Council’s  Veterinary  Surgeon,  Mr.  Whitehead,  makes 
quarterly  examinations  of  the  dairy  cattle  in  Heckmondwike, 
and  the  Chief  Veterinary  Officer  of  the  West  Riding  County 
Council  half-yearly  examinations.  Reports  were  received  during 
1936  as  follows:  — 


County  Hall, 

Wakefield, 

28th  March,  1936. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ORDER,  1926. 

I have  to  report  that  Mr.  J.  M.  McKellar,  M.R.C.V.S., 
D.V.S.M.,  Assistant  Veterinary  Officer,  has  recently  made  an 
inspection  of  the  three  registered  milk  producers’  premises  in 
your  district.  He  examined  62  cows,  59  of  which  were  in  milk 
and  three  dry,  taking  one  sample  of  milk  and  one  of  expectorate 
for  bacteriological  examination.  In  the  former,  tubercle  bacilli 
were  demonstrated  and  the  cow  responsible  was  slaughtered 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Tuberculosis  Order. 

On  one  farm  the  cows  were  found  to  he  suffering  from 
parasitic  mange  and  the  owner  was  duly  advised  to  take  the 
necessary  measures  for  their  treatment. 

With  the  above  exceptions,  the  general  health  of  the  cows 
was  good  dnd  their  cleanliness,  as  well  as  that  of  the  premises, 
satisfactory. 

D.  S.  RABAGLIATI, 

Chief  Veterinary  Officer. 


Bank  Root  House, 

Batley, 

31st  March,  1936. 

I have  again  the  pleasure  of  submitting  a report  of  my 
inspection  during  this  month  of  the  milk  cows  in  your  area. 

Cave,  40 — A very  good  class,  look  well,  general  condition 
very  satisfactory.  Cow  in  No.  3 mistal  has  an  unusual  pen- 
dulous udder,  but  milk  tested  for  T.B.  proved  negative. 

Hodgson,  14 — Appear  healthy,  general  condition  satisfac- 
tory, a white  cow  with  indurated  udder  due  to  an  injury,  just 
pointing  for  suppuration. 

Lund,  8 — General  condition  satisfactory,  one  cow  with  an 
uneven  quarter  of  udder. 

I diagnose  no  case  of  a scheduled  disease.  Some  cases  of 
scurvy  skins  which  generally  passes  off  on  the  animals  being 
turned  out  to  grass. 


GEO.  WHITEHEAD,  M.R.C.V.S, 
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County  Hall, 

Wakefield, 

30th  July,  1936. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ORDER,  1926. 

I have  to  report  that  Air.  J.  M.  McKellar,  M.R.C.V.S., 
D.V.S.M.,  Assistant  Veterinary  Officer,  has  recently  made  an 
inspection  of  the  three  registered  milk  producers’  premises  in 
your  district.  He  examined  57  cows  in  milk,  but  did  not  find 
it  necessary  to  take  any  milk  or  other  material  for  bacterio- 
logical examination. 

No  bow  was  found  to  be  suffering  from  any  form  of 
scheduled  disease,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  report  that  the  health 
of  the  cattle  and  their  cleanliness  were  satisfactory. 

D.  S.  RABAGLIATI, 

Chief  Veterinary  Officer. 

Bank  Foot  House, 

B atley , 

26th  September,  1936. 

I have  again  the  pleasure  of  submitting  a report  of  my 
inspection  (this  week)  of  the  milk  cows  in  your  area. 

The  cows  (57)  appear  healthy,  look  well,  general  condition 
satisfactory,  with  the  exception  of  four  cows,  each  from  a deaf 
quarter  (no  seferetion) , the  cows’  udders  are  to  me  satisfactory 
from  a T.B.  point  of  view. 

I diagnose  no  case  of  a scheduled  disease. 

GEO  WHITEHEAD,  M.R.C.V.S. 

Bank  Foot  House, 

B atley, 

30th  December,  1936. 

I have  again  the  pleasure  of  submitting  a report  of  my 
inspection  (this  month)  of  the  milk  cows  in  your  area. 

The  health  of  the  cows  is  good;  general  condition,  satis- 
factory ; no  animal  showed  signs  of  any  scheduled  disease,  and 
I have  taken  no  milk  or  other  material  for  bacteriological  exam- 
ination. ''l|jt|| 

GEO.  WHITEHEAD,  AI.R.C.V.S. 

County  Hall, 

Wakefield, 

December,  1936. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ORDER,  1926. 

I have  to  report  that  Air.  J.  Al.  McKellar,  M.R.C.V.S., 
D.V.S.M.,  Assistant  Veterinary  Officer,  has  recently,  carried  out 
an  inspection  of  the  three  registered  milk  producers’  premises 
in  your  district.  Mr.  McKellar  examined  62  cows,  58  in  milk 
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JR  4 dry,  taking  two  samples  of  milk  for  bacteriological  exam- 
ination. These,  however,  were  not  found  to  contain  tubercle 
bacilli,  and  he  reports  that  no  case  of  scheduled  disease  was 

noted. 

He  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  on  two  of  the  three  farms 
the  buildings  were  hardly  up  to  the  required  standard.  The 
cowsheds  are  very  crowded,  the  space  being  insufficient  for  the 
number  of  cattle  kept,  and  some  of  the  floors  requiring  repair. 

D.  S.  EABAGLIATI, 

Chief  Veterinary  Officer. 

Extract  from  the  report  to  the  Public  Health  Committee 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  December  31st,  1936:  — 

The  complaint  of  the  Chief  Veterinary  Officer  has  been 
the  subject  of  reports  by  the  Aledical  Officer  of  Health  on  pre- 
vious occasions,  without  effect.  Reference  is  made  in  the 
Annual  Reports  for  1928,  1930,  1931,  1933,  1934  and  1935  with 
respect  to  the  failure  of  the  Heckmondwike  cowsheds  to  comply 
with  the  requirements  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926. 
In  the  interests  of  the  ratepayers  who  purchase  and  consume 
milk  produced  locally,  I again  recommend  that  the  Council  should 
require  the  provisions  of  the  above  Order  to  be  observed.” 

Resolution  of  Public  Health  Committee  No.  29,  January  4th, 
1937,  as  appears  in  Minutes  of  that  Committee:  — 

“ It  was  resolved  that  the  Sanitary  Inspector  be 

instructed  to  report  to  the  Committee  as  to  the  condition 

of  the  several  cowsheds  in  the  district.” 

The  Inspector’s  report  is  now  awaited  (May  31st,  1937). 

It  is  customary  for  the  local  Sanitary  Inspector  to  accom- 
pany the  County  Veterinary  Inspector  when  he  visits  the  cow- 
sheds in  the  local  areas.  If  this  was  done  in  Heckmondwike 
it  would  be  advantageous.  Anything  to  ensure  the  purity  of  the 
milk  supply  should  surely  be  encouraged  in  the  interests  of 
consumers.  Of  the  many  outbreaks  of  disease  due  to  polluted 
milk  supplies  it  may  be  sufficient  to  mention  the  two  most 
recent,  viz. : Bournemouth  with  over  500  cases  of  typhoid  fever 
and  Doncaster  over  150  cases  of  scarlet  fever. 

The  following  sentences  are  extracted  from  an  article  in 
the  “ British  Medical  Journal,”  page  667,  March,  1937,  by 
C.  F.  Brockington,  M.D. : — 

Many  are  forced  to  drink  milk  with  admixture  of  manure 
in  varying  strength.” 

“If  it  is  as  yet  impossible  to  ensure  that  the  community 
shall  consume  milk  free  from  dirt,  there  'can  be  no  convincing 
argument  in  favour  of  continuing  to  allow  this  milk  to  carry 
live  pathogenic  organisms.” 
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“ Roughly,  for  Great  Britain  as  a whole  at  all  ages,  Waf 
to  two-thirds  of  the  cases  of  tuberculous  cervical  adenitis,  one 
quarter  of  the  cases  of  tuberculous  meningitis,  and  one-fifth 
of  the  cases  of  bone  and  joint  tuberculosis  appear  to  be  of  bovine 
origin.  ” 

“ Bovine  tuberculosis  'causes  the  deaths  of  four  times  as 
many  children  as  scarlet  fever,  and  over  half  as  many  as 
diphtheria. 

The  percentage  of  cattle  affected  with  tuberculosis  has 
been  variously  placed  at  between  40  and  70  per  cent.” 

“ In  Chelmsford  in  1935  sixteen  hundred  cases  of  septic 
sore  throat  were  traced  to  infected  milk.” 

In  Manchester  9-8  per  cent,  of  milk  samples  were  found 
to  contain  virulent  tubercle  bacilli,  and  of  samples  from  697 
farms  sending  milk  into  Manchester  12-6  per  cent,  gave  positive 
results. 

Experienced  veterinarians  are  agreed  that  something  like 
80  per  cent,  of  our  milk  herds  are  infected  with  brucella 
abortus. 

These  sentences  are  taken  at  random  from  the  article  men- 
tioned in  the  hope  that  those  members  of  the  Council  who  may 
glance  through  this  annual  report  may  feel  it  incumbent  upon 
them  to  insist  that,  so  far  as  Heckmondwike  is  concerned — 
with  only  3 registered  cowkeepers — the  law  must  be  carried  out. 

Cowsheds.  Number  of  cowsheds  6,  milch  cows  60,  cow- 
keepers  3,  cowkeepers  who  are  also  retail  purveyors  of  milk  2, 
retail  purveyors  with  premises  in  Heckmondwike  7,  retail  pur- 
veyors with  premises  outside  Heckmondwike  23.  All  the  cow- 
sheds in  Heckmondwike  do  not  yet  comply  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926. 

Dairies  and  Milk  Shops.  There  are  14  such  premises,  which 
are  usually  well  kept.  No  warnings  wrere  necessary. 

Ice  Cream  Premises.  Eour  are  registered  for  the  manufac- 
ture and  sale  of  ice  cream,  nine  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  only, 
and  twelve  persons  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  by 
barrow.  No  action  during  1936  wras  necessary. 

(b)  Meat  and  Other  Foods.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  is  Meat 
and  Markets  Inspector.  He  reports  monthly  to  the  Sanitary 
Committee  upon  his  work  as  Meat  Inspector.  The  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  has,  on  various  occasions  during  the  year, 
examined  carcases  and  organs  in  slaughter-houses  when  doubt 
arose  as  to  whether  there  was  disease  or  otherwise, 
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Total  No.  of  Slaughter-houses 

Registered 

Licensed 

Total  No.  of  inspections 

No.  of  regular  Notices  received 

No.  of  occasional  Notices  received 


0 
4 

1 

360 

55 

418 


No.  of  Animals 

No.  of  Carcases 

Slaughtered. 

Inspected. 

Cattle 

• • • • • • 

639 

628 

Sheep 

• • • • • » 

2404 

2357 

Swine 

• • « • • • 

1442 

1436 

Other 

• • • ... 

31 

31 

4516 

4452 

UNSOUND  MEAT  SURRENDERED  DURING  1936. 


lbs. 

Carcase  and  offal  of  beast 

... 

Tuberculosis 

..  680 

Carcase  and  offal  of  beast 

... 

Died  on  entering 

slaughter-house 

748 

Forequarters  of  a beast 

... 

Tuberculosis 

..  280 

Part  of  carcase  of  a beast 

... 

Do. 

88 

Heads  of  two  beasts  ... 

... 

Do. 

..  103 

Part  of  livers  of  26  beasts 

... 

Parasitic  ... 

..  224 

Lungs  of  29  beasts  :... 

... 

Tuberculosis 

..  355 

Carcase  and  offal  of  a sheep  ... 

... 

Died  on  entering 

slaughter-house 

42 

Carcases  and  offal  of  3 pigs  ... 

*.  . . 

Tuberculosis 

. . 552 

Leg  of  1 pig 

... 

Fracture  ... 

10 

Heads  of  79  pigs 

... 

Tuberculosis 

..  955 

Hearts,  livers  and  lungs  of  4 pigs 

... 

Pneumonia 

32 

Heart,  liver  and  lungs  of  1 pig 
Lungs,  livers,  mesenteric  fat,  etc., 

of 

Enlarged  . . . 

7 

65  pigs  

... 

Tuberculosis 

..  349 

Lungs  and  liver  of  1 pig 

... 

Congestion 

8 

Livers  of  2 pigs 

Cirrhosis  ... 

8 

4441 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

The  number  of 

licensed 

slaughtermen  recorded  in  the  register  on  December  31st,  1936, 
according  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  was  25.  With  the  excep- 
tion of  the  one  owned  by  the  Co-operative  Society,  all  the  Heck- 
mondwike  slaughter-houses  are  unsatisfactory,  and  do  not 
comply  with  the  model  by-laws,  or  modern  methods.  In  last 
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year's  report  attention  was  drawn  to  the  commencement  of  Sun- 
day slaughtering  in  Heckmondwike  by  a butcher  who  did  not 
reside  in  Heckmondwike  and  whose  registered  slaughter-house 
was  unsatisfactory.  The  Public  Health  Committee  was  not  in 
agreement  with  the  views  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
no  action  was  taken.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  reports  that  this 
illegal  slaughtering  ceased  on  January  12tli,  1936,  and  that  the 
butcher  concerned  said  that  after  hearing  the  objections  raised 
by  the  Medical  Officer  he  would  not  continue  operations.  These 
objections  were  made  in  the  interests  of  the  public  health  of 
Heckmondwike.  Whilst  the  Committee  would  not  give  them 
support,  the  object  was  attained  through  the  action  of  the 
butcher  himself. 

A plan  showing  proposed  alterations  at  the  Co-operative 
slaughter-house,  involving  the  closing  of  two  windows  and  a 
door,  they  being  replaced  by  brickwork,  was  sent  by  the  Surveyor 
to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  with  a request  that  the  latter 
would  give  the  former  his  observations.  The  Medical  Officer's 
observations  were  to  the  effect  that  he  could  not  approve  the 
plan  because  it  involved  the  taking  away  of  a substantial  amount 
of  light  and  ventilation.  The  plan  did  not  come  before  the 
Committee  which  controls  slaughter-houses,  auz.,  the  Public 
Health  Committee,  but  was  approved  by  the  General  Works 
Committee,  and  the  work  has  now  been  completed.  Becently 
the  Medical  Officer  was  called  to  inspect  a diseased  carcase 
in  this  slaughter-house  and  could  not  do  so  until  it  was 
moved  into  the  light.  This  was  a direct  illustration  of  the  result 
of  the  Council’s  action  in  permitting  an  alteration  which  was 
against  the  elementary  laws  of  hygiene  and  not  in  the  interests 
of  the  public  health. 

Offensive  Trades.  There  are  6 premises,  three  of  which  are 
devoted  to  tripe  boiling,  fat  melting  and  bone  boiling,  and  one 
each  to  gut-scraping,  fellmongering  and  tanning  and  leather 
dressing.  They  are  kept  in  reasonable  condition  and  the  by-laws 
generally  observed. 

(c)  Adulteration,  etc.  The  Council  is  not  a Food  and 
Drugs  Authority,  this  work  being  performed  in  Heckmondwike 
by  the  West  Biding  County  Council. 

Extract  from  the  Annual  Beport  for  1927  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health:  — 

Up  to  the  present  it  has  been  the  custom  for  samples 
under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  to  be  taken  by  an 
Inspector  of  the  West  Biding  County  Council.  It  has  often 
been  pointed  out  that  it  would  be  an  advantage  if  the  Coun- 
cil’s Sanitary  Inspector  took  samples  for  submission  to  the 
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Public  Analyst.  He  lives  in  the  town,  is  familiar  with  local 
circumstances,  and  knows  where  to  expect  possible  infringe- 
ment of  these  Acts.  The  persons  empowered  by  the  Sale  of 
Food  and  Drugs  Acts  to  take  samples  are  “ Any  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  Sanitary  Inspector,  Inspector  of  Weights 
and  Measures,  Inspector  of  Markets,  or  Police  Constables  if 
directed  by  the  Local  Authority.”  It  is  not  suggested  that 
any  alteration  be  made  in  existing  procedure,  but  that  the 
local  Sanitary  Inspector  be  authorised  by  the  Council  to  act 
in  addition.” 


Extract  from  the  Annual  Keport  for  1928  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health : — 

This  subject  has  been  referred  to  in  previous  annual 
reports,  and  the  desirability  of  the  local  Sanitary  Inspector 
taking  samples  for  analysis  was  specially  mentioned  last 
year.  At  a meeting  of  the  Council  on  July  9th  the  following- 
resolution  of  the  Sanitary  Committee  was  confirmed:  — 

Besolved — That  the  Sanitary  Inspector  be  requested 
to  take  samples  of  commodities  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and 
Drugs  Acts  for  analysis.” 

No  samples  have  yet  been  taken  (1937)  in  accordance  with 
the  Council’s  resolution  in  1928. 


(d;)  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food.  Up 

to  the  present,  no  laboratory  work  of  this  nature  has  been 
undertaken  directly  on  behalf  of  the  Council,  the  County  Council, 
as  previously  explained,  acting  in  the  Heckmondwike  area. 

Mention  has  previously  been  made  of  the  exposure  by  cer- 
tain shopkeepers  of  articles  of  food  to  pollution  by  dogs  and  in 
other  ways.  Any  person  walking  through  the  streets  of  the 
town  can  see  it  for  himself.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has 
frequently  appealed  to  salesmen  not  to  expose  food  subject  to 
such  revolting  conditions,  without  effect,  and  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  states  he  can  do  no  more  than  has  already  been  done. 
The  remedy  is  in  the  hands  of  the  purchaser.  So  long  as  he 
tolerates  pollution  of  his  food  so  long  will  it  remain,  unless  the 
officers  of  the  Local  Authority  seize  such  food  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption. 

(e)  Nutrition.  Information  is  diffused  in  the  homes  of  the 
people  by  the  Health  Visitor,  at  the  Welfare  Centre  and  School 
Clinic  by  the  Health  Visitor  and  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  at 
the  Ante-Natal  Clinic  by  the  Assistant  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  and  by  the  distribution  of  the  publication  known  as 
“ Better  Health.” 
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f, 

There  is  no  person  resident  in  Heckmondwike  who  is  suffer- 
ing from  lack  of  food  through  poverty.  There  are  many  who 
suffer  from  the  consumption  of  improper  food,  but  none  lack 
quantity,  although  it  is  recognised  that,  would  they  accept 
modern  teaching,  their  meals  would  be  much  more  nourishing, 
promote  good  health  and  cost  considerably  less  than  what  they 
now  pay  for  a wrong  diet. 

Common  Lodging  Houses.  There  is  only  one,  situated  in 
Church  Street,  providing  accommodation  for  75  persons.  So  far 
as  such  establishments  are  judged,  this  may  be  said  to  be  well 
kept. 

Fried  Fish  Shops.  The  number  upon  the  register  is  19. 
Their  condition  is  fair. 

Bakehouses.  There  are  13  on  the  register.  The  Sanitary 
Inspector  reports  no  action  has  been  called  for  during  1936. 

Restaurants.  There  are  three.  No  action  has  been  called 

for. 


Rag  Flock  Acts,  1911  and  1928.  No  samples  were  taken. 

(f)  Shell  Fish  (Molluscan).  Owing  to  its  geographical  posi- 
tion there  are  no  shell  fish  beds  or  layings  in  Heckmondwike. 
Mussels  and  cockles  sold  in  Heckmondwike  usually  come  from 
beds  off  the  Lancashire  coast  and  from  abroad.  In  the  past  it 
was  not  unusual  for  cases  of  enteric  fever  in  the  town  to  result 
from  the  consumption  of  raw  shellfish  from  these  regions,  but 
latterly  such  has  not  been  so. 
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GTION  F.— Prevalence  of,  and  control  oyer,  Infectious 

and  other  Diseases, 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 

during  the  year  1936. 


DISEASE 

Total  cases 
notified 

Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital 

Total  Deaths 

Smallpox 

, 

_ 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

18 

18 

■ — 

Diphtheria 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

13 

13 

O 

Paratyphoid) 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

2 

— 

Pneumonia 

Other  diseases  generally 

3 

" 1 

1 

notifiable  ... 

Other  diseases  notifiable 

3 Erysipelas 

— 

_ 

locally 

— 

— 

_ 

ANALYSIS  OF  TOTAL  NOTIFIED  CASES 
Under  Age  Groups. 


under 

1 

1-2 

2-3 

3-4 

4-5 

5-10 

10-2020-35 

i 

! 

35-45  45-65 

i 

65  up- 
wards 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

1 

O 

O 

9 

4 

— 

1 

— 

— 

18 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

4 

1 

— 

— 

— 

13 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Puerperal  Fever... 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

2 

1 

3 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

3 

I 

| 

| 

39 

Scarlet  Fever  was  notified  eighteen  times.  The  type,  as  is 
customary  at  present  was  mild  in  character.  All  were  removed  to 
hospital.  There  were  no  deaths. 
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Diphtheria.  Thirteen  cases  were  notified,  compared  with  6, 
18  and  45  in  the  preceding  three  years.  During  this  period 
the  disease  has  been  very  prevalent  in  adjoining  areas  and  the 
type  very  severe.  An  immunisation  clinic,  in  conjunction  with 
the  County  Council,  was  established  in  October,  1932.  Since 
then,  until  December  31st,  1936,  the  attendances  have  numbered 
2,702,  of  which  641  were  in  1936.  This  means  that  approxi- 
mately 900  Heckmondwike  children  have  received  the  protective 
treatment  against  diphtheria.  It  is  not  possible  to  guarantee 
more  than  about  95  per  cent,  are  completely  immunised  and 
cannot  be  infected  by  diphtheria,  but  we  do  know  that  should 
any  of  this  small  percentage  be  attabked  by  the  disease  they 
will  not  die  unless  some  other  complications  arise.  In  no 
instance  have  any  difficulties  arisen.  An  acknowledgment  of 
the  good  services  of  the  Health  Visitor,  Nurse  Bintcliffe,  is 
due,  her  explanation  to  the  mothers  of  the  reasons  why  immun- 
isation against  diphtheria  is  now  the  general  practice  in  civilised 
communities  being  very  helpful  to  the  sucbess  of  this  immunisa- 
tion clinic. 

The  two  deaths  were  in  a female,  I.  M.,  aged  11,  who 
attended  a school  outside  Heckmondwike  and  a male,  S.  D., 
aged  10.  Neither  had  been  immunised.  The  girl  died  the  same 
day  as  her  disease  was  notified,  immediately  after  her  admission 
to  hospital.  The  boy  died  ten  days  after  admission  to  hospital. 
His  parents  had  refused  immunisation  for  their  children,  but 
since  his  death  those  remaining  have  been  brought  to  the  clinic 
for  protection. 

Of  the  notified  bases  of  diphtheria,  two  children,  D.  W., 
aged  6,  had  been  presumably  immunised  in  1933,  and  J.  H.,  aged 
6,  in  1935.  They  quickly  recovered. 

One  patient,  a girl,  C.  T.,  aged  7,  was  brought  to  a lodging 
house  in  Queen-street  named  the  Crystal  on  September  19th, 
1936.  I saw  her  on  September  28th,  wdien  I found  her  to 
be  suffering  from  diphtheria  of  probably  a week’s  standing.  She 
was  removed  to  hospital,  where  she  remained  for  81  days  at 
a cost  to  the  Heckmondwike  Council  of  £14  7s.  Od.  She  had 
not  been  immunised.  On  her  discharge  she  returned  to  Halifax. 
A second  patient,  a boy,  H.  A.,  aged  7J,  lived  with  his  parents 
at  Heckmondwike.  He  was  infected  by  his  two  cousins  being 
brought  to  Heckmondwike  from  Leeds,  following  the  recovery 
of  one  of  them  from  diphtheria  and  the  removal,  the  same  day, 
of  their  mother  to  hospital  suffering  from  diphtheria.  These 
are  examples  of  how  infection  is  conveyed  from  town  to  town. 
I informed  the  Leeds  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  who  later 
wrote:  “ We  appreciate  your  sending  us  the  information,  as 
this  has  probably  prevented  an  outbreak  in  the  class  at  school.” 

Enteric  Fever  (including  Paratyphoid) . No  cases  were 
notified. 
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Puerperal  Fever  and  Puerperal  Pyrexia.  Two  eases  were 
n®ied,  both  patients  being  inmates  of  the  Maternity  Home, 
which  is  the  property  of  the  Heckmondwike  Nursing  Association. 
The  Coun'cil  has  no  official  connection  therewith. 

Acute  Primary  and  Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia.  All  the 
notifications,  three  in  number,  were  of  influenzal  pneumonia. 
All  the  patients  remained  at  home.  One  died,  the  notification 
being  received  after  death.  The  regulations  which  deal  with 
the  notification  of  these  diseases  by  practitioners  are  not  generally 
complied  with. 

Influenza.  No  epidemic  visited  the  town  during  the  year. 
There  were  cases  termed  influenza  which  were  really  common 
'colds.  We  know  little  about  this  disease  unfortunately,  its  actual 
cause  being  yet  undefined. 

Vaccinations,  No  (a)  primary  vaccinations  or  (b)  re- 
vaccinations were  performed  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
under  the  Public  Health  (Smallpox  Prevention)  Begulations, 
1917,  because  there  were  no  cases  of  smallpox.  There  were 
17  primary  vaccinations  and  68  exemption  certificates  granted. 

Non-Notlfiable  Infectious  Diseases  become  known  to  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  principally  through  the  agency  of  Head 
Teachers.  Such  cases  are  visited  at  home  by  the  School  Nurse. 
The  Medical  Officer  of  Plealth  is  not  School  Medical  Officer. 
Contacts  are  searched  for  in  school  or  at  home  when  necessary. 
Isolation  is  possible  at  the  Dewsbury  Joint  Isolation  Hospital 
in  the  case  of  Pneumonia  following  Measles.  The  number  of 
non-notifiable  cases  visited  in  their  homes  during  the  year 
were:  Measles  (under  5 years)  28,  Whooping  Cough  (under  5 
years)  26,  Mumps  15. 

Rabies  locally  contracted  was  not  notified  during  the  year, 
but  a case  of  Anthrax  was  contracted  in  a mill.  Recovery 
followed. 

4(a)  Prevention  of  Blindness,  No  action  has  been  taken 
under  Section  66,  Public  Plealth  Act,  1925,  for  the  prevention  of 
blindness  or  for  the  treatment  of  persons  suffering  from  any 
disease  or  injury  to  the  eyes,  the  local  facilities  appearing  to  be 
sufficient. 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 


Year. 

CASES. 

Vision 

Unim- 

paired. 

Vision 

Impaired. 

Total 

Blind- 

ness. 

Death. 

Notified. 

Treated. 

1966 

Nil 

At 

Home. 

In 

Hospital. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

1914 

to 

1936 

57 

51 

6 

55 

o 

LJ 

Nil 

2 
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(b)  PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PREVENTION  OF  TUBERCULOst^j 

REGULATIONS,  1925. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1925,  SECTION  62. 

No  action  was  taken  or  called  for  under  this  Act  or  Regula- 
tions during  1936. 


TUBERCULOSIS  IN  HECKMONDWIKE,  1936 


Age  periods. 

New 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Pulmonary. 

M.  F. 

i 

N< 

Pulm 

M. 

:>n- 

onary. 

F. 

Pulm 

M. 

onary. 

F. 

Nc 

Pulm 

M. 

>n- 

onarv. 

F. 

0 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 



— 

— 

— 

15 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

20 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25 

— 

— 



1 

. 

1 

— 

— 

35 

] 

1 

— 

— 

. 

1 

— 

— 

45 

2 

o 

JmJ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55 

— 

— 

-- - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  upwards 

1 

— 

.... 

— 

— 1 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

4 

3 

— 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

The  following  Table  shows  the  relationship  between  date  of 
notification  and  date  of  death  of  all  persons  in  Heckmondwike 
who  were  certified  to  have  died  from  Tuberculosis  between 
January  1st,  1913,  and  December  31st,  1936.  It  is  a guide  to 
the  extent  to  which  the  requirements  as  to  notification  of  Tuber- 
culosis are  observed  by  medical  practitioners. 


Death 

before  notification 

30 

Death 

6 months  after  ... 

3 

Death 

1 

month 

or  under 

Death 

7 months  after  ... 

3 

after  notification 

15 

Death 

8 months  after  ... 

2 

Death 

2 

months 

after  . . . 

6 

Death 

9 months  after  ... 

1 

Death 

3 

months 

after  ... 

2 

Death 

10  months  after  ... 

2 

Death 

4 

months 

after  ... 

8 

Death 

11  months  after  ... 

Nil 

Death 

5 

months 

after  ... 

3 

Death 

12  months  and  over 

29 

The  ratio  of  non-notified  Tuberculosis  deaths  to  total  Tuber- 
culosis deaths  during  1936  was  Nil  to  3. 


HOUSING  CONDITIONS  OF  NOTIFIED  CASES  OF  PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. 


Sleeping  Accommodation 
for  Patients 

Shared 

Bed 

CO 

83 

Separate 

Bed 

! 

h 

48 

Shared 

Room 

CO 

o 

o 

■ Separate 
Room 

H 

26 

CO 

4 

and 

over 

■ 

CO 

a 

o 

o 

3 

cc 

CO 

o 

04 

04 

1 

CO 

H 

r-H 

05 

*o 

o 

• 

CO 

Rooms 

6 

and 

over 

1 

CO 

r-H 

lO 

CO 

05 

1 

20 

eo 

23 

l 

j 

o.  ^ 

52 

r-H 

1 

r-H 

Houses 

with 

more 

than 

one 

Patient 

Notified 

1 

1 

Occupants 

9 

and 

over 

1 

o 

r-H 

00 

l 

4" 

1 

4- 

co 

H 

23 

o 

-t 

1 

05 

r-H 

r-H 

o 

CO 

CO 

CO 

1 04 

CM 

r-H 

04 

r— 4 

1 ^ 

04 

Type  of  House 

qSnoanx 

CO 

53 

9I§Ulg 

04 

CO 

pq  -2  PQ 

04 

73 

Notifica- 

tions 

Pm 

CO 

57 

* 

H 

«o 

4- 

Year. 

1936 

1 

Totals 

1921 

to 

1936 

In  April,  1987,  two  years  will  have  elapsed  since  the^Gath 
of  Sister  Shorter.  The  following  remarks  appeared  in  the  Annual 
[Report  for  1935  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health: — 

“ At  a meeting  of  the  Council  in  the  autumn  of  1935  the 
Chairman  (Councillor  Thackray)  was  authorised  to  issue  an 
appeal  to  the  public  for  funds  to  provide  a permanent  town’s 
memorial  to  the  late  Sister  Shorter,  who,  a member  stated,  in 
her  nursing  devotion,  gave  her  life  for  the  mothers  and  children. 
It  is  hoped  this  memorial  will  be  placed  in  the  Heckmondwike 
Cemetery  over  her  grave  in  the  coming  summer.” 

People  often  enquire  from  the  Health  Visitor  and  myself 
when  it  is  likely  this  memorial  may  be  placed  over  Sister 
Shorter’s  grave.  The  reply  is  “ We  do  not  know.”  I venture 
to  draw  the  Council’s  attention  to  the  matter  in  the  hope  that 
whatever  may  have  been  the  cause  of  the  delay  may  now  have 
disappeared. 

G.  H.  PEARCE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Council  Offices, 

Heckmondwike, 

March  30th,  1937. 


